








HOMCGOPATHIC TIMES. 


A MONTHLY JOURNAL 


Of Medicine, Surgery, and the Collateral Sciences. 








Vor. VIL. 





NEW YORK, MARCH, 1880. 


-—— ——— 


No. 12. 











—y— 


SURGICAL CLINIC AT THE HOMCBOPA 
HOSPITAL ON WARD'S ISLAND. 


By Proy. Wm. Top Hexmutu, M.D.—RerorTep BY 
Sipney F. Wiicox, M.D. 


Ones Daa Cure of ayy the Heatonian 
‘ethad—Second Operation for —Streteh- 
ing the Sciatic Nerve, - = 


GENTLEMEN: The first patients whom I shall have 
the pleasure of bringing before you to day, are some 
of upon whom | tried the different methods of 
treatment (for ulcers atone of my former clinies. 
All of the cases have been benefited, and five of them 
have been discharged cured, Time h has not 
elapsed since I first brought the cases before you to 
effect a cure of all the sores, for, in the treatment. of 
reo oe a tions, prolon 
actor ; patients of this class it cannot, as a 
rule, be obtained for any consecutive of time. 

Ulceration is a solu of continuity in a part, the 
result of molecular death,and there is nothing within 
the province of the surgeon which requires more 
patience, perseverance, and pertinacity, than the man- 
agement of this abnormal condition, especially when 
it has become chronic, and the patient’s constitution 
is in a vitiated condition. } 

One of the difficulties is found in the fact that: the 
patients who usually suffer. from chronic sores are those 
of the poorer classes, who are not able to take the nec- 
essary rest; or, as too juently neppens, are slaves 
to intemperance and dissipation all kinds, and 
would rather suffer, than abandon their vicious pro- 
clivities. A physician becomes weary of such cases, 
and is glad to turn them over to some one else, As 
soon as the leg is taken from its horizontal position 
and the weight of the body borne upon it, immediately 
the curative process is arrested, the circulation is not 
carried on with sufficient alacrity, and the sore s 
Some of these patients suffer ulcers for fifteen 
or twenty years, and go from. doctor to doctor and 
from hospital to hospital, without being cured. Re- 
member that I am not speaking of acute ulcers arising 
from traumatism, but of old; indolent, callous sores. 
As I have already said, these indolent ulcers may be 
cured, but the process takes a long time. The physi- 
cian must exercise great patience, and, as a rule, 
need not expect much pec compensation ; if he 
does, judging from my-own experience, he will be 
doomed to a severe disappointment. This, however, 
is rather beneficial than otherwise to a self-opinionated 

raduate. [The remaining patients were then brought 


nto the theatre. ] 
1. Ann Fatten, aged 41. Simple ulcer, which is 
. Gran under poul- 


liable to return after heali 
tice. Treatment : Flag poultice twice a day and 


2. Maria. Irritable ulcer, which is very 
much_ inflam Treatment : Strapping every day, 
and Nitric acid 8 internally. 

8. Anna Clark. Sloughing ulcer of right leg ; has 
suffered from it for three years ; periosteum involvéd 
and line of demarkation formed ; has a great deal of 

in at night. Treatment: Poulticed once in four 

ours, and every fourth day painted with a solution of 
Nitric acid and water ; a little Carbolic ded is used 
in the poultice, and internally Jodide of Potassium, 
gre, y., three times a day. as grafted with skin 
grafts, and had also Merc, sol. 1st. 1s doing better than 
at any time previously. 

4. Mary jKarney. Sloughing ulcer; has had it for 
sixteen years. Treatment : Touched around the age 
with Nirate of silver, poulticed for two days, and th 
packed with dry earth, the crust to be removed the 
next morning. ppernally. Ave 2x three times a day, 

ary Jennings. Sloughing ulcer; extendin 

rapidly ; not yey deep ; edges overhang and jagg 
Treatment: Poultice the edges and cauteiize the 
ulcer with Nitric acid ; skin grafting. 
6. Mary Kelly, aged 50. Indo!ent ulcer, with shin- 

lardaceous base ; has no granulations ; has had it 
about a year. Treatment: Relieved the tension 
a on incision in each side. This case is about cu 

7. Anna Casey. Irritable ulcer ; all the surrounding 
tissue exceedingly painful ; ulcer irritable, with larda- 
ceous base, Treatment : ttrapping and Aiiric acid. 

8. Ann Burns. At firet, one large ulcer ; at present, 
bands of cicatricial tissue divide the original sore in 
several smaller ones. Treatment: Skin grafting; pa 
with . dule, 1st dec. a : 

I hope at a future time to bring these potent again 
before the class; but so soon as they become better 
they are anxious to avoid the rectraint of a 
hospital and leave of their own accord, or perhaps are 
discharged for disobedience. 


THE KADICAL CURE OF HERNIA BY THE HEATONIAN 
METHOD OF INJECTION. 
qt. —_ uot show be ~s 5 cure for pemste 
s e which I propose trying to-da 

in nailed “the Heatonian,” after Dr. Heaton, of Boo. 
ton, who first introduced it to the profession. It will 
not be necessary for me to enter upon the anatomy of 
hernia, because 1 have done so frequently at the col- 
lege ; but there are a few points which | wish to recall 
to your recollection. You see by this plate, that the 
external abdominal ring is not a ring, but simply a 
slit in the aponeurosis of the exterval oblique muscle, 
running downward aod inward with the fibres of thie 
muscle; thus rendering the externa! pillar of the ring 
the inferior, and the internal pillar the superior. Bear 
this in mind, for upon this knowledge depends the 
success of the operation. Hernia may be either con- 

tal or acquired. As the testicle descends in early 
fe it pushes a pouch of the peritoneum before it into 





Sulph, 30 every three hours.. It is now almost well, 





the scrotum. This is called the tubular vaginal pro- 
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cess of the peritoncum. Usually this sac closes in its 
upper ion, leaving nothing but the . but 
times it remains open, and, upon some viol flor 
the gut comes down suddenly through 1 
the scrotum, distending the canal and tearing awa 
the adhesions, if there be any. This is the ‘‘ congeni- 
tal” hernia, and may occur at birth or at @ Jater period 
of life, in which event it is called the “congenital 
— ” of ~~ ¥ An Tae a hernia, on Res con- 
» comes ns , and gradual sinuates 
itself through the canal me rings into The scrotum, 
acquiring for itself a sac by the pounching of the peri- 
toneum, 

Many operations have been devised for the radical 
cure of rupture, and last year I showed you Wood's 
operation. The instrument which I now bold in m 
hand is Wurtzer’s. The scrotum is invaginated, an 
this cylindrical piece of wood is carried up into the 
external ring ; then this needJe, which runs through 
the centre of the cylinder, is made to pierce the surface 
of the abdomen, A concave piece of wood, with a hole 
through one end, is placed upon the abdomen, and the 
projecting end of the needle is passed through it. 

en the two pieces of wood are clamped together 
and allowed to remain for several days, the intention 
being to set up adhesive inflammation by the presence 
of the needle. 

T have used the instrument a number of times, with 
varying results, sometimes pretty good and sometimes 
bad, but never with complete satisfaction. I show 
the instrument to you because, in a few years, it will 
be a curiosity—at least I hope so. 

The great disadvantage of all operations heretofore 
performed for the radical cure of hernia is that the 
patient is soars obliged to wear a truss after the 
operation, and if such be the case,I cannot see that 
much benefit is derived from the procedure. The 
Heatonian method is nothing more nor less than the 
intortion of the fluid extract of Quercus alba or white 

bark into and around the external ring and the 
canal. It is said that Dr. Heaton kept both his method 
and the preparation he used a secret for a long time, 
on account of becoming incensed at the profession, 
and it was finally made public by Dr. Warren, who 
was Dr. Heaton’s assistant. The instrument used by 
Dr. Heaton was simply a hypodermic syi [show- 
ing the instrument] with a needle which is chisel- 
shaped, with the orifices at the sides. The piston works 
like a screw in order that the amount of liquid injected 
might be more accurately regulated. 

r. Warren’s instrument, which I now show you, is 
much more complicated. It is self-acting, the piston 
working by a spring. The needle is flat and twisted 
like a screw, and the flow of the fluid is controlled by 
means of a valve, which is opened or closed by press- 
ing on the lever on top of the instrument. 

t is certainly a fine piece of mechanism, but I am 
not sure that, with its many complications, its 
large size and its costliness, it is any more eftective 
than Dr. Heaton’s needle. Dr. De Garmo, of New 
York, has, this day, introduced a needle of his own, 
which I shall use on the first opportunity. Dr. War- 
ren says the twist in the needle Is of the greatest ad- 
vantage, as, by its screwing motion when it is being 
inserted into the tissues, it is not so liable to be broken 
as is the case with the ordinary needles which are 
cast, and that it enters the parts with much greater 
facility. When this operation is to be performed, the 
scrotum should first be invaginated and the gut re- 
turned to the abdomen. Then with the fore-finger of 
the left hand in the ring, you feel for the sharp edges 
of the pillars of the ring, and, holding the cord under 
that finger and also keeping in mind the position of 
the epigastric artery, you introduce the needle with 
the right hand until you feel it on the end of your left 
finger. Then pressing the lever, you allow a little of 
the fluid to be slowly distributed as you turn the 





instrument round and pate the = and the “4 
L- have latel y 

Pee Ses be ties co 

n ‘the e you m 

careful eet to it into the oy the artery, for 
necessaril results would be likely to follow. 
Warren's Gitettions for preparing the fluid are as fol- 
lows: Take Quercus alba, the fluid extract, and evap- 
orate it to the consistency of glycerine; add an equal 


amount of Absolute , to éach half ounce of 
this mixture ‘add 38s. of Sulphuric ether, and gr. ij. 
of Morph, sulph. 


The patient must not be allowed to rise from the 
recumbent position twelve days after the opera- 
tion, until the adhesions have had time to become fully 

| 


Of course, this operation is only applicable in cases 
of reducible hernia. 

[A patient is brought in, and the operation per- 
formed as described above. ] 

The method, tlemen, which you have seen me 
employ is different from that advised by Heaton; he 
guided the instrument by the left fore finger, pressing 
the abdominal walls into the ring. His directions are: 
to invaginate the scrotum with the fore-finger of the 
right hand just into the ring; then placing the left fore- 
finger so that you can feel the finger that is in the 

fig, withdraw the latter, and, introducing the needle, 
inject the fluid, at the t where the finger is invag- 
inated, into the ring. t the trouble with this method 
is that with a very fat person it is difficult to do this, 
and I think the better method is the one 1 have de- 
sétibed. About ten minims are injected. 

The next important point is the application of the 
bandage, and I assure you that the after treatment is 
quite as important as any part of the operation. [Ap- 
plies compress over the ring and puts on a body band- 
ge, with a tail piece coming up inside the thigh.] 

rule for putting on the bandage is that when the 
t up the perpendicular portion of the 
dage falls over the great trochanter. 

, The history of this case will be that the patient will 
—— some soreness and may have peritoneal 
inflammation over the entire abdomen; sometimes 
suppuration ensues. It takes from ten to fourteen 
days to see the result of the procedure, and duriog that 
time the patient must not be allowed to raise himself 
from his back. [Second case brought in and operated 
as before. Unfortunately the stretcher broke while 
the attendants were lifting the patient from the table, 
and he fell to the floor. Prof. Helmuth would not 
allow him to raise himself, but he was placed upon 
another stretcher, and thé gut which had come down 
was immediately returned to the abdominal ae) 

Case 8. James 8., aged 45. Has an irreducible 
femoral hernia. It four months ago; he 
does not know whether it came suddenly or not. He 
has been cut once in this locality for psoas abscess. 
He was then a patient in another hospital. No pus 


folléwed the % 
This is a peculiar case, tlemen. The man may, 
, but has, I think, none 


indeed, have had a psoas a 
at present; but he has a hernia which sometimes follows 
psoas abscess. If you understand the fascia lata of 
the thigh, which is one of the strongest fascia in the 
body, you can see sow yee may gravitate under Pou- 
part's ligament and enly point itself at the saph- 
enous opening, and thus be mistaken for a femoral 
hernia. The only method for recognizing the differ- 
ence is by the impulse which you find in hernia, 
and the history of the case. This rupture being irre- 
ducible, it cannot be ted upon by the Heatonian, 
as it is only e where the hernia can be re- 
duced. I simply show you the case as one of femoral 
hernia, which may exist until he dies of some other 
disease, or may be complicated with psoas abscess. 
There are two other cases of rupture waiting to be 
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operated upon, but as there are other operations of 
import to be performed 7 itust’ debe Ween’ Ser the 
present. 

CHETLOPLASTY, 


The next case is the man upon whom I .made a 
cheiloplastic operation at a former clinie. ‘You re- 
member how horribly his face was disfigured by the 
Ja epithelioma which occu the whole of the 
left side of the chin and 
remember how |] a flap was ‘jum 
side of his face and transplanted to the surface from 
which the So op ee was removed, You see now 
how wonderfully the raw surface has filled with gran- 
ulation tissue, and how slight the scar appears even 
in this strong light. There is still a notch left in the 
lower lip, which I pmo to close with harelip pins, 
after having pared the edges. There are also some 
adbesions between the new lip and the gum, which I 
will cut away. [Does this.] Now you see that al- 
though his mouth is drawn somewhat over to one 
side, the result is quite satisfactory. The lips may 
be stretched to a great degree, yet return to r nor- 
mal position. My greatest apprehension in case 
was that the ex ve epithelioma, existing as it had 
for a 2s a time, — have so infiltrated the 
surrounding structures that the process of repair would 
be interrupted, and “the last state of that man be 
worse than the first.” This, I am most happy to state, 
has not happened, and the new chin is soft and plia- 
ble. He will, however, have to. keep himself well 
shaven, otherwise he will show a beard on. but one 
side of his chin. 

STRETCHING THE SCIATIC, 


may be mistaken for it. But it will be known by the 
that the tendon is shiny, while the nerve is not. 

The object of nerve stretching is to relieve the pain 
caused ‘by inflammatory adhesions or contractions 
around the nerve. 

The first experiments in this operation were made 
by Harless and Haber in 1858; they were followed by 

alentin and Paul Vogt. In 1869 Bilroth stretched 
the sciatic, In 1872 Von Nus-baum stretched the 
brachial] B smn while Gartner, Patruban, and others 
have performed the operation upon different nerves. 
This will make my seventh operation of nerve stretch- 
ing; the fourth time I have stretched the great sciatic. 
On one occasion I stretched the inferior dental for in- 
tense facial neuralgia of eleven years’ standing, and on 
another the ulnar, with epileptiform convulsions, in- 
tense neuralgia, and paralysis of the arm, arising from 
traumatism, All these operations have resulted, if not 
in complete cures, in great relief to the patients. 

In this case, as you will see, I first draw a line from 
the great trochanter to the tuber ischii [marking in 
ink]. Next I measure the distance, and finding the 
middle point of the line, I measure one centimetre 
inward, and from this point strike a line which runs 
at right angles with the first. The course of the nerve 
wili be along this line and to the middle of the popli- 
teal space. Now I take a knife, and commencing the 
incision just below the gluteal fold, I make it about 
five inches in length, and down through the skin and 
fascia [cutting]. I push aside the long heat of the 
biceps, and you see this [elevating a bundle of white 
fibres]. Well, that isn’t the nerve. It is the tendon 
of the semi-membranosus, which, you see, is glisten- 
i I can feel it contract on my finger. I hold this 





I shall next proceed to stretch thé great sciatic 
nerve of the patient for whom we broke up the adhe- 
sions in an anchylosed hip-foint, at a former clinic. 

Although motion has been in a measure restored to 
the joint, she has suffered such severe sciatic pain, and 
por ep such large doses of narcotics to give her ay 
relief whatsoever, that I am in hopes of allaying the 
agony, ‘at least in some measure, by s g the 
nerye. 

You see by this [referring to a 1 chart] that the 
great sciatic serve pens from the pelvis taioa h the 
great sacro-sciatic foramen just below the ‘ormis 
muscle. This muscle is triangular in shape, and aris- 
ing from the front of the sacrum, and out of 
the pelvis through the t sacro-sciatic notch, is at- 
tached to the upper border of the great trochanter in 
conjunction with the obturator internus. ‘The obtu- 
rator internus also arises within the pelvis from its 
anterior and external wall around the inner border of 
the thyroid foramen, and also from the rami of the 
pubes, and the body of the ischium, and the obturator 
membrane; it emerges from the pelvis through the 
lesser sacro-sciatic notch, and after receiving fibres 
‘rom the gemelli muscles it is inserted into the upper 
vorder of the great trochanter with the pyriformis or 
just anterior to it. The t sciatic nerve crossés over 
this muscle and the gemelli. It is overlaid in its upper 
part by the ved eye muscles and passes down upon 
the posterior su of the external rotator muscles of 
the thigh, nearly midway between the tuber ischii and 
the great trochanter, but a little nearer the tuberosity. 
In other words, if a line were drawn from the great 
trochanter to the tuberosity, the course of the nerve 
lies about one centimetre to the inside of the middle 
of this line. 

The nerve then passes down the thigh to the middle 
of the poplitea] space, being overlaid by the long head 
of the biceps, which arises the tuber ischii and is 
attached to the external condyle of the femur, and 
sometimes by the tendon of the semi-mem 
which also arises from the tuberosity, and is inserted 
into the internal condyle of the thigh bone. The ten: 


p 


Muriate of lime, 


ng. 
askie, and vee the sheath, expose the nerve. 
[Does so, and raises it upon the handle of the seal- 
pel.] Now I take the nerve upon my two fore-fingers, 
and stretch it until 1 feel the adhesions begin to give 
way [stretches until the patient's leg is raised 

the table; stretches five times] and let the nerve drop 
back into its sheath. 

I will sew up the wound, putting in three deep su- 
tures, and the rest through the depth of the skin and 
fat, leaving the lower end open for drainage. The 
wound will be dressed with carbolized lint and Calen- 
dwa, and I shall endeavor to report to you the result 
of the case 

The calcium light was used at this, with the same 
brilliant results as at the former clinics, 





SCROFULOSIS AND ITS TREATMENT. 
PART II. 


By Saran J, Wurrz, M.D., New York. 


After reading the opinions of the learned authors 
from whose works I have quoted, and studying the 
disease in our own private practice, we are naturally 
led to inquire what remedies meet and counteract so 
dread a poison, and how can we prevent its further 
rogress ? In the old school we find a number used 
upon homeopathic principles, as well as many used 
empirically; among them Antimony, Mercury ta, 
rk, Iron, Ilemlock, Cod Liter oil, 
ide of barium, Sta bathing, and many 





lodine, C: 


other hygienic measures are recommended, as well as 
local “pp 

we fin 
from whose use we may derive much benefit, and 
heading the list is one employed by the old school as 
a topical application—Acetic acid. This is said to act 
principally upon the blood, dissolving the fibrin, and 
upon the cerebro-spinal system, causing prralysis and 
convulsions, Watching its effect very closely upon 
sevetal members of the family previously mentioned, ~ 


ications. Taking up our own materia medica, 
from actual experience that there are many 





don of the semi-membranosus lies near the nerve and 





we may at least conclude that the following symptoms 
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are # clear type of what large doses will produce in 
cases already affected with scrofula : Integuments of 
the head sensitive to light pressure, feeling bruised ; 
eczema of scalp much vated, causing scabs to 
form where before only dry scales had existed, with 
intolerable itching, and often a sensation of single 
hairs being pulled; sensation of giddiness and dull 
ness of brain ; inability to think clearly or deeply ; 
eyes weakened and sight impaired ; eyelids inflamed, 
crusts mening on the borders ; face covered wi 
pimples ; intolerable itching of the ears, with increase 
of purulent discharge ; throat sensitive to cold inhala- 
tions, with slight soreness ; voice husky; weak, con- 
stricted feeling in the chest; stomach weak, food 
causing at times a burning sensation; colic ; ane 
feeling of lassitude ; increase of pain and itching in 
ulcers. Most of these symptoms are given among the 
provings also, and I think we may add an increase in 
the acridness of the discharges from the generative 
system, causing excoriations. Used in the old school 
as an Se ye on, it allayed the itching of the scalp 
and helped to heal the ulcers. Under Alumina we 
find many symptoms which remind us of scrofula. 
The eyes agglutinated and inflamed conjunctiva ; the 
irregular appetite ; eructations ; nausea; itching of 
the anus ; scanty stools ; scanty and painful menstru- 
ation ; leucorrheea, with the catarrhal symptoms of 
head and chest; great dis tion to catch cold, 
spoken of by Hahnemann, all point to its adaptability 
to this disease. Jabr and Allen give us full provings, 
which will repay the student’s care and trouble and 
te. us that we may often expect help from this 
remedy. 

In the scrofulous atrophy of children, as in some 
forms of diarrhea, we think of Arsenicum, and we 
find it extensively used by the old school in some 
forms of skin disease. It has done me good service in 
cases of erysipelas depending on a scrofulous diathe- 
sis when the pain was burning, smarting, with the 
characteristic thirst. It also relieved a nervous pal 
pitation of the heart in one scrofulous patient when 
the complexion was pale, waxy white, and the face 
swollen. It has many skin symptoms, and particularly 
of the head and face—often met with in scrofulous 
subjects. The ulcers of the nose and mouth, which 
are so painful, smarting and burning, and which often 
cause great despondency, are covered by this remedy. 
There is also the coryza, and the general catarrhal 
symptoms, the leucorrheea which comes away while 
the patient is standing—all these are met with in this 
disease, and point to Arsenicum as our remedy. 

Aurum presents us a fine study in connection with 
this disease, especially when combined with syphilis. 
We have not only the unhappy suicidal —s of 
syphilis, but the desponding melancholy of scroful 
during which the patient thinks —s in life 
goes wrong, and he can succeed in nothing. He be- 
comes dissatisfied with all around him, and thinks 
there are obstacles everywhere in his way. Some- 
times becomes very peevish, and quarrels with every 
one (Allen’s Encyclopedia). These symptoms are 
very marked in scrofulous subjects. We have also the 
confusion of the head, with headache. The eyes have 
the constant feeling of sand and lachrymation. We 
find many symptoms of the nose corresponding to 
scrofulous conditions, and of the ears also. Srhe 
burning, pricking, itching sensation in the ears so 
o’ten experien by those suflering from the above 
disease, is covered by this remedy, as are many of the 
symptoms of the mouth, throat, stomach, and abdo- 
men ; some of ,the chest troubles are met here also. 
Again, we have the extreme sensitiveness and suscep- 
tibility often found in patients of a scrofulous diathe- 
sis who suffer from hysteria ; thinking of pain causes 
them to feel it, and there is the great lassitude felt 
more in the afternoon, The skin symptoms will bear 
study and comparison. The compounds ot Gold are 





proven to bring many prominent 
of scrofula before our minds at t. 

Te Ban carbonica and Belladonna E aig two 
very useful remedies for the swollen ds, Bell. 
more quickly in most acute cases t Baryta; 

and it is in these chronic cases that the old school give 
the in some of its forms. In one case of a 
child with swollen abdomen, very pale face, unable to 
walk at the age of 18 months, subject to convulsions, 


th | and every cold producing bronchial catarrh and diar- 


rhea, Bell. cured. Two elder children of the same 
family suffering from repeated attacks of tonsilitis 
were cured the same . Under Baryta we 
find many affections of the glands of the head and 
neck, and given ja cases of long standing often works 
admirably. Bovista is also mentioned as one of the 
remedies useful in this disease. 

Cal. carb. is one of the old remedies known to all; 
but besides the swollen abdomen and cold, sweaty feet 
of these scrofulous patients, 1 have seen some symp- 
toms result from its tte in the higher potencies 
which I have never o in print. I would men- 
tion a larze sore developing on the left malar in the 
infra-orbital region ; also, besides the occurrence of the 
menses every two weeks, a dark, cl brown dis- 
ch from the uterus, with abrasion of the cervix, 
the dlecbarge lasting during the interval of the cessa- 
tion of the menstrual flow. Horny excresences were 
formed on the toes and rheumatism developed in the 
feet. The above symptoms occurred twice (an inter- 
val of two years between the times) in the same per- 
son while under the influence of Cal., and may be met 
in individuals suffering from chronicscrofula. Cave- 
ticum has done me good service in some scrofulous 
subjects after neglected pneumonia, removing the 
partial aphonia and relieving the cough, entirely 
c the involuntary Snellen which had been 
cacectling! jtroublesome ; also curing a sharp pain 
which been constant through the hepatized 
lung. It has 7 other symptoms of scrofula which 
I have not verifi 

Cod Liver oil is one of the chief dependencies of the 
old school, and certainly seems to have a fine effect 
with some constitutions, although it seems to me to 
owe a part of its healing properties to its food-like 
action, as well as to its contained medicinal constitu- 
ents, Bromine, Jodine, etc. 1 have seen its effects in 
the early stages of the development of scrofula in 
children, and they were very marked and beneficial ; 


‘also.in the threatening phthisis pulmonalis, and they 


were quite as marked. e have some good provings 
of it which are worth study. 
I must not forget to speak of the fine effect of Cal. 


phos. in the case of scrofulous children. The nasal 
a,| catarrhs which become so troublesome at night from 


the mucus falling down the posterior nares, (Natrum 
muriaticum), a constant cough, t emacia- 
tion, no a gee patient looking cachectic, I have seen 
yield to remedy. It is o' indicated in other 
diseases peculiar to these subjects. Cina and Conium 
are both mentioned in connection with this disease, 
Cing in the worm affections particularly. Conium will 
bear much study in conn with the uterine dis- 
eases of scrofulous women. It has many eye and ear 

ptoms which seem to be reflex symptoms of uter- 


‘ine troubles, and makes some fine cures.in these cases. 
' Graphites has done much for me in tet 


eruptions 
of children, has cured the thickening and irritation of 
the eyelids, ameliorated the eczema of the scalp, and 
in adult females aided me in restoring the menstrual 
flow where it had almost ceased to make its appear 
ance, causing obesity, giddiness, even unto falling, 
extreme nervousness, headache, dys ia, etc. Itis 
Siar is tho Inmping shunt, tie sovery cough: of both 
ur al e crow! x) 
Puildren and adults, the rhagades of both ds and 
feet, humid scaid head, urinary symptoms, as well as 
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many others, mark this as a fine remedy to add to our 
list. In the Jmponderabilia we have agents whose 
power has been little studied in this connection, and 
although some few have had success with both Hlec- 
t and Galoanism, others have thrown much dis- 
credit on their use. I would that not only 
they be thoroughly studied as we w them in our 
remedies, but as applications direct from our batteries 
in connection with the different metals. I have found 
great use in white swelling, infantile paral- 
ysis, chronic glandular swellings, and as a hy, 

means of giving tone and strength to the lax m - 


lar system, thereby curin; curvature and rem- | of other 


g 
edying many faults attributable to this disease. Jodine 
and its compounds, especially the Iodide of Mereury, 
acted charmingly in two cases of hepatization after 
neumonia, in connection with Animal magnetism. 
n one case the patient regained the use of the lung, 
and in both the cough was very much bettors gimp 
entirely cured in the case of the first. Both 

cases of several years’ standing. This group is well 
worth study: In the Kalium group we find a simili. 
mum for many scrofulous ailments, The affections of 
the skin and mucous membranes with their character. 
istic discharges are all worthy of our notice, as ‘we 
may cure with some one of this group many a symp- 
tom of this dread disease. reasotum is another 
one of the remedies whose action is very marked in 
wie of this disease, especially when combined with 
ilis. The diarrhceas of these children whose teeth 
ecay as rapidly as they protrude from the gum, are 
very often cured by this remedy. The leucorrhceas of 
scrofulous females—both mild and corrosive—are also 

— with ae itera , . ; 
ycopodium fer many chronic symptoms, dyspepsia, 
cough, incipient phthisis, chronic catarrhs, Ge. etc., 
will repay much research. Much d dence has been 
placed upon the various compounds of Mereury, by 
all the writers upon this subject. Glandular swellings, 
open ulcers, chronic abscesses, caries of bones, lencor- 
rheas, goagte. snd a legion of other diseases have been 
met with them, One has only to study the literature 
of scrofula ‘to see that the old school made them 
their chief reliance. Muriatic acid also meets various 
rn 45 Fed the er nage will bear thought and bina ; 

e Natrum group do as good service v uent 
here. I would call attention to the cone, thee 
rheumatic and eye symptoms, particularly of Natrum 
muriaticum, The Ciarrheas of both the Carb, and 
Mur. of soda are worthy of study in tcrofula. The 
symptoms of the female generative system are very 
ed and may furnisi usa hint. Some of the heart 
symptoms of the Muriaticum are met with in patients 
of this class. Nitric acid in scrofulo-syphilitic diseases 
is very usefal, Its symptoms are well given and do 
not need repetition. Petroleum isa remedy little studied, 
and yet gives us some fine results with scrofilous con- 
stitutions, ae vee young girls who become 
almost chlorotic, looking pale, much emaciated, suffer- 
ing much at each menstrual 
and watery, a profuse leucorrheea, little or noa te, 
reat weakness. /etroleum cured one such case for me. 
hos. and Phos, acid present pictures well worthy our 
attention, The whole group of eye symptoms, in 
fact, all the symptoms require our study, for we 
may meet here our cure for the almost anemic con- 
dition of the whole nervous system that we so often 
find among this class of jents. The diarrhea 
of dentition, and some of the stages of cholera 
infantum, cali for one or the other of these 
remedies. In Puls, we find a long tried friend 
and as a remedy for some of the diseases of the eye of 
children it has no equal. Its action over the ear is 
quite as well marked, and often relieves at once the 
purulent from this organ. The weakness 
so often met with in children, nocturnal incontinence 
of urine, I have cured with Puls, and as a remedy 





period, the flow being pale | tion 





during the irregularities of the menstrual function I 
very highly spoken of by Hartman and ‘Teste, in thelr 
en an and Teste, in t 

works on diseases of children, and, judging from the 
number of symptoms mentioned in our works on ma- 
teria medica, we may study it in this connection with 
advantage. I had forgotten to call attention to one of 
our so-called isopathic remedies, Psorinum, but it has 
served me too well to be now neglected. I do not 
know a form of scrofula in which we may not find its 
use of benefit at times; and often in acute diseases of 
such patients a dose of Pso. wiil accelerate the action 
remedies when they have ‘seemed to fail us, 
th well indicated. In Sepia we have a remedy 
much used and well known to the ——- yet 
under every'group of symptoms we find something to 
newly awaken interest every time we read it over— 
under those of the skin, eyes, stool, genital organs, 
extremities—all have something of interest in connec- 
tion with the disease, scrofula. In the hands of some 
practitioners it does more for the eS dis- 
eases than any other one remedy. Its urinary ra 

is extensive, and I have had some fine results with it 
in the troublesome wetting of the bed of children, 
where Puls. did not seem indicated. 

In several cases of hysteria, depending upon mis- 
placement of the uterus, I have had fine success in 
curing when there was a marked feeling of stiffness in 
the left ovarian region. Silicez is useful in many forms 
of this disease. The rheumatic headaches of secrofulous 
patients, commencing in the occiput and extendin 
upward, with the great desire to have the head we 
covered, the spinal curvatures, the symptoms of abdo- 
men, stool, genital organs, u!] claim our attention, and 
we may perform marked cures in some diseases of 
the extremities. One case ot frost bitten feet, toes 
ope / ulcerated, and whole fert badly swollen, patient 
an old woman of ae ree was’ entirely cured with 
Si, 200th; patient decidedly scrofulous. With Spongia 
we might expect to find relief from some of the skin 
diseases, but in scrofulosis, 1 think, its more proper 
sphere is in diseases of the larynx and chest; the 
hoarsene«s, cough, and corsza, both of children and 
adults; the croup of children: the cough ‘‘ which 
seems to come from a deep spot in the chest, when he 
feels as if the spot had become sore and bleeding from 
the cough ;” all point to Apongia as a remedy. 

ria seems to cover many hysterical symp- 

toms of this class of patients. {t has also many glan- 
dular affections. ‘The diseases of the skin, head, face, 
nose, mouth, ard digestive organs are quite marked, 
and the aching pains in the jarger points of the ex- 
tremities are worth our while to study in relation to 
the rheumatic conditions of the extremities of our 
scrofulous patients. Sulphur is like a long tried 
friend, irom whom we may expect sympathy in all our 
troubles. Its adaptation to the lymphatic and leuco- 
phlegmatic constitutions, glandular swellings, stiffness 
of joints, curvature of bones, unsteady gni', inclina- 
to take cold, the whole sanue ot skin diseases, 
symptoms during sleep, of the head, eyes, ears, nose, 
face; its tric troubles, with those of the abdomen— 
are all characteristic of scrofula. Its stools, urine, 
diseases of the tive system, larynx, chest, back, 
and extremities, may all be met in cases of the above 
. Often when other remedies seem indicated 

in acute cases of disease, we sometimes find their ac- 
tion more marked and rapid by giving Sul. first. How 
perfect the cure in some cases of eczema of the head 
and face! How marked its action in some cases ot 
threatening abortion, when opt known remedy fails! 
I am sure it saved the lives of one mother and child 
for me, where Sabina, China, Secale, and Hlect had 
been given, with no avail. Although the severity of 
the flow and the regular pains had ceased, still there 
, Was constant slight jog for some days, and Sul 
phur cured my case and car:ied the child to term. In 
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thé scrofulous ophthalmia of infants it is one of-our 
finest remedies. 

Am the later remedies we have Tarantula, and, 
judging from the verified provings, it promises to take 
& very prominent rank, particularly in all abscesses 
and glandular swellings. The symptoms here are 
very marked, and the remedy seems to give almost 
immediate relief from the terrible pain sometimes 
endured in these troubles (7. cabensis), It has many 
skin symptoms—the intolerable itching, pricking sen- 
sation and the pimply eruption the most prominent. 
The chorea and nervous symptoms are well marked, 
hysteria being very prominent among them, It well 
repays a thorough study, and a “e translated by 
J. A. Terry, M.D., may be found in the North Ameri 
can Journal of Homeopathy, of Febraary, 1872. The 
species 7arantula hispanica, and another of Tarantula 
cabensix, in the Homeopathic Times of March, 1879, the 
latter only giving & few of the symptoms, by Jose J. 
Navarro, M.D. The Hispanica gives us the extreme irri- 
tability. we so often find in scrofulous -patients, the 
sensitiveness to cold air, and’ aggravation of some of 
the symptoms by use of cold water, reminding us of 
Calearea, Then there are retraction of one or more 
muscles, as we find them in some children during 
dentition; the sadness, sometimes extreme and with- 
out cause; the absence of mind; headaches; eye af- 
fections, and those of the ear; tric and abdominal, 
and many of those of the female generative system— 
all point to Zarzntula as a future favorite in scrofula. 
Those of the chest and extremities also give us hope 
of good results with it in diseases of these localities, 
The hygienic measures to be adopted in scrofula aré 
many and very necessary. The food should be of the 
most nourishing kind, and varied enough to mect the 
needs of weak digestion and poor assimilation, Rarely 
cooked beef, well cooked mutton, cream, soups of 
various kinds, but plainly made, fruits, grains, prepar- 
ations of malt—all these will aid us much, if taken in 

uantities suitable, and at the appropriate time. 

yesh air and Sunlight are very necessary adjuncts to 
the cure of this disease ; and Azercise, as much as is 
suited to the strength of the patient. Bathing, both 
the fresh and sea bath, are absolute l.xuries, and ab- 
solutely necessary to the full restoration of those af- 
flicted ‘in this way; and last, though not the least in 
its effects, is the keeping the patient free from the 
desponding cares which tend to depress the mind. 
Already is there a tendency to sadness and dejection, 
and everything should be cheerful, sunny, and bright, 
and the patient stimulated to read and converse only 
upon those subjects which strengthen, amuse, and 
cheer the mind. With children, give them a small 
barrow, with its accompanying tools, and allow them 
to roam at will in the yard or in the country, The air, 
earth, sunlight, will all make them happier and health- 
ier, and certainly keep them deuizens of this earth 
much longer than to confine them indoors, shutting 
out all the busy life outside. I have only given here 
a few hints gathered from our best experience as I 
could cull them, and I trust they may be useful to the 
student as my study has been to me. 





A CASE OF CHRONIC VAGINISMUS. 


By E. J. Prence, M. D., Newsures, N. Y. 


In Oct. —, 18—, I was called to make uterine ex- 
amination of Miss M——, a stout, robust young lady, 
of about 20 years of age. She stated that she had for 
some years suffered from dysmenorrhea, yet the diffi- 
culty that caused her the greatest suffering was “ falling 
of the womb,” as she a g toee maa 4 I ean 
reco in the general appearance of the lady, in- 
dications of such : condition, for I had seldom met a 


lady presenting so fine a physique, 




















I was called to make physical exploration, so with- 
out unnecessary delay, I placed the patient in position, 
and proceeded with all due care to introduce the index 
finger into the va As there had been no nervous- 
ness connected with the contemplated examination, I 
was astonished to see my patient writhing in greatest 
agony, as I had as yet scarcely touched the labix. Of 
course I ceased any attempt at farther exploration— 
the suffering continued for a or more and the 
tient fainted. After her restoration I remarked to 

er mother, who was standing by, that there was some- 
thing wrong. I then submitted the parts to inspection. 
The only pathological condition presented was a smal] 
tumor (not than a rice kernel) at the mouth of 
the urethra. I could open the hymeneal surfaces free- 
Vv by piscins. | my perma jaar ¢: vie the labiex— 

é parts relaxing thoro' y; to all appearances 
there could be no difficulty in introducing an ordina 
speculum. Without stamens this, I oiled a small 
probe, and the first touch of it within the grasp of the 
sphincter vagine induced the same train of suffering 
with its sequela, as had attended the attempt to intro- 
duce the finger. I diagnosed Vaginismus. The ques- 
tion then to decide was what caused the vaginismus? 
The possibility of this little, insignificant excrescence 
in the mouth of the urethra being the cause of such 
eens action was hardly to be entertained. With 
the hope of lessening the irritable state of the tumor, 

rastis ointment was ordered, and a free application 
of it was made daily for three or four weeks, but 
with no relief. At this Page vay I called to my aid 
Dr. John J. Mitchell, of this city. 

After giving Dr. M. a history of the case, I asked 
him to make such examination as he deemed necessary, 
in order to determine as to the advisability of o 
erative procedure, and to whatextent. He very kindly 
relied upon my statement of the case, and did not ven- 
ture upon the slightest interference, but, with myself, 
could scarcely believe that the excrescence in the ure- 
thra could induce a vaginismus probably more de- 
cided than any case ever reported in a virgin. 

While making an ocular examination, I asked him 
to allow me to draw back the labie in the manner 
heretofore described (being een. however, to prom- 
ise my patient first that I would not permit the parts 
to be interfered with), and so far as he could observe 
there was nothing to interrupt an ordinary digital ex- 
amination. 

As I had presented the case as one of extreme vag- 
inismus, it was decided that it would be useless to at- 
tempt any examination without anesthesia; according- 
ly the patient was etherized thoroughly as was de- 
cided, and Dr. M. proceeded to introduce the index 
finger into the vagina, but semi-consciousness oc- 
curred, and he had an opportunity of observing the 
same intense agony heretofore described, and the in- 
np spasm of the vagina. 

he was again put under the influence of the anes- 
thesia, then the tumor was removed with the curved 
scissors, and forcible dilatation of the vaginal sphincter 
was employed and continued for some minutes, the 
earn on of the ether being continued mean- 
time, . 
I was then able for the first time to make digital ex- 
amination of the-uterus I failed to find = isplace- 
ment or other abnormal condition that could possibly 
have had such an influence upon the sphincter vag- 
ins as to have induced the spasmodic contractions. 

Dr. Mitchell then int:oduced a vaginal dilator, and 
an attendant was directed to hold itin situ for an hour, 
and the patient was allowed to come out from under 
the influence of the anesthetic, which she did in a most 


happy frame of mind, wondering why she was not put 
to sleep, etc. 


There was no bleeding from the dilatation, and but 
t from the removal of the urethral tumor. 
e patient was told to make use of the dilator, 





























holding 
her the 
herself, and assured me of her 


I came to make examinati 
making as complete exploration as I could ‘ 


it in position for an hour, and L called upon. 

second day, when she patiently welcomed me 

found ‘imiculty ie 
no 

ald desire. I 

ord the continued use of the dilator, and saw her 


Fed in four days; continued improvement with no 
position to spasmodic action; same treatment con- 


tinued, and in two weeks the called upon me and 
gave a satisfactory report, saying she could now 
run and jump without trouble. the was advised to 


continue the use of the dilator and report in’a month, 
which she did, and u examination, no return of 
the spasmodic action of the sphincter was induced ; the 
vaginismus was declared cured. ‘ 

he subject of vaginismus has been one of great in- 
terest to me, to the study of which I have devoted 
considerable time during the past year, and all the 
cases as reported by Dr. Marion Sims, and others, were 
fresh in mind. His forcible, clear presentation of 
the physical signs characteristic of the condition were 
all read out as from an open book. I had seen Beveral 
cases of vaginismus before--such as are mentioned b 
authors that hold it to be a nervons disorder that shoul 
be treated by medication; I have met with such cases 
and have cured them—but this case, which I am glad to 
report, was one that nothing but surgical. treatment 
could have reached: and the items of history of the case 
gathered later—which occur here almost’ as a post- 
script—only go to show its standing, nlso the perditent 
exhibition of the spasmodic contraction. 

The patient tells me that when she was but a child, 
she remembers the terrible dread she had of 
bathed in that locality, and she says it was that same 
kind of horror that has caused her to dread any inter- 
ference later. 

Not long before the operation was performed, she 
was sitting upon the sofa with a friend chatting, when 
in some way some part of her clothing pressed upon 
the parts, and she fainted. Every attempt to examine 
the parts, other than by inspection, previous to the ope- 
ration; would result the same, not, however, until she 
had writhed for a minute or more in ‘uncontrollable 

ny, as witnessed and described by Dr. Marion Sims, 
who, from analogy, gave this pathological condition 
its name—vaginismus. 





A CASE OF SUICIDAL MELANCHOLIA. 


By N. E. Pausg, M, D., Mippiztowy, N. Y. 


X. Y. Z., a merchant, Pa of age, was admitted 
to this asylum, January 22d, 1877. He was married, 
and had two children, the youngest os nineteen 

eats of age. This was his second attack of insanity. 

en years before his admission here, he became insane 
for the first time, and spent five months in an asylum. 
At that time, he was “run down” and entirely worn 
out. He had Leg igen waa Gite at me for 

ears on account of neuralgia, dyspepsia and spinal 
eaknene; ae became worse and more 
and more dep , until it became n for him 
to be sent toanasylum. Afterremaining five months, 
and being subjected to various treatments and re- 
. straints, he was compelled to leave before he was well 
and take charge of his business, or be ruined. That 
attention to h a ety diverted his thoughts from 
himself and cured him. 

His life for the next ten years was that of a - 
ous business man. He mr the church and was 
made an elder. He held important trusts, was a di- 
rector in banks, insurance companies and other mon- 
eyed concerns; and his opinion in business and other 
matters was highly . He-was a tem 
man, one who never drank liquors or used to \ 
At the end of seven years he was troubled occasionally 
with vertigo, but not afterward, In the eighth year, 
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Leu epiaens mace ri eee 
-for-.about-six—months, hewas to diarrhea; 
ever since then he has been constipated. 

At the end of thé ten-year interval of pepe / he 
became weaker and more despondent. He was viblent 
toward himself, striking his hands and head against 
hard + awe with the intention of bruising and lacer- 
ating himself. He attempted suicide in various ways, 
once by drowning, once by taking laudanum, by hang- 
ing and venesection. He also thought long and de- 
liberately of assisting his wife to reach a “better 

where she would have no more trouble,” Before 
had really committed suicide or murder, he was 
placed in the same asylum as when first insane. That 
was sixteen months before his admission here. “Most 
of the time was spent in that asylum; but the family 
desiring a trial of freedom, they took him with them 
into the country. That plan was pursued for eight 
weeks without success, but not without constant and 
harassing anxiety on the part of his friends for his and 
their own safety. When these efforts had failed, he 
was committed to this asylum, January, 1877. 

Upon entrance he was about five feet, eleven inches 
high; his hair black; eyes dark brown, pupils small; 
conjunctive yellow; tongue coated; bitter taste in 
the mouth ; appetite ravenous, but unsatisfied after 
eating enormously; continued constipation, with burn- 
ing and itching of the anus. There was no pain or 
unnatural feeling in the head; he was always cold and 
chilly; an increasing deafness troubled him very much, 
or a sensation of deafness; he was unable to sleep ex- 
cept hae the first of the night, and thén only fora 
couple of hours; his thoughts were always alocund, 
with a suicidal tendency; and he was not only con- 
scious of his condition, but magnified and gloated over 
it; he felt lost beyond all salvation, yet he could talk 
sensibly and pleasantly on business matters, or things 
not pertaining to himself. : 

In March, 1877, he had a very severe attack of ery- 
sipelas of the face, when fora time he was delirious 
and very violent, In June, his feet and legs were often 
so cold as to keep him awake at night, and friction 
with thick covering did not seem sufficient to relieve 
it. A sensation was frequent of drops of water trick- 
ling down his legs, and the noises in his ears had in- 
creased to a roaring like a train of cars. July had for 
its most prominent chafacteristics an occasional attack 
of yomiting without nausea; a feeling of solidity, like 
marble, in the head; a metallic taste in the mouth; 
and pain and weakness in the lumbar region, as had 
been the case for many months, 

He had been sleeping very little ever since his com- 
ing and many medicines had been given to overcome 
1 sleeplessness, but re to Ve purpose; when, in 

ugust, as an experiment,be was given 1 ra speciosa, 
A number of the beans of Sephora h been sant to 
the asylum by Dr. Coucli, of Nyack, with the request 
that they should be tried in cases similar to this one. 
It was given in the crude powder and the first tritur- 
ation, in this case; but it did not produce sleep, or, in- 
deed, have any noticeable effect unless it was that he 
might have been less nervous. As he was quieter some 
days than others, it was impossible to say positively 
that the medicine had produced the quiet. It certainly 
did not make bim sleep any beiter. 

He had complained for months of weakness and 
thinness of the extremities; but, in September, the 
was was more apparent. At that time it almost 
seemed as if he had progressive muscular atrophy. 
The deltoid and glutei muscles especially were yery 
much atrophied; and he could not hold out at arms’ 
1 a very light chair of only a few pounds weight. 

nother attempt to induce sleep was made in the 
months of November and December by the use of Coca. 
The tincture and the first of Xrythrorylon coca were 
given without effect. 

In December, he again had attacks of vomiting with- 
out nausea of apy apparent cause, 
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"He began the new yéar of 1877 with the same old 
complaints ; gradual loss of hearing and sight; no taste, 
one thing tasting like everything else; with a relish 
for nothing, and an inability to sleep. He had been 
in the habit, however, of napping for a few minutes 
every hour or so through the day, and that helped to 
make what was lost at night. During the spring 
neuralgia was sometimes added ® his Vag oad ang ong 

family, to try every means for producing sleep, 
a the Takeonte ot doctor in a distant city sent 
to him every night; but, in this instance, it failed to 


work, possibly on account of the sleep-producing agent | p 


being too far away. 

In October he slept less at night and walked the 
floor most, of the time, but dozed in the day time. To 
prevent this reversal of hours for sleeping, he was 
watched gll day, and, when napping, was awakened ; 
but that did not change the amount obtained’ at night, 
for he still slept almost none at all, sometimes seeming 
very stupid and really demented; so that a was 
abandoned. From that time until the next February 
there was no change for the better. When feeling 
badly, he would walk the floor, hour after hour in the 
night, or lie upon the floor, striking his head and 
hands against the walls; was then profane and ob- 
scene, and sometimes dirty in his habits., Many of 
these actions were not proper gauges of his condition 
or eyen of iis feelings, as they were frequently done to 
obtaio‘¥ympathy and attention from those about him. 
At this time he not Sy | considered himself incura- 
bly insane, but thought his family were sharing his in- 
sanity. Most of these symptoms and prey 
hopeless condition continued until February, 1879. 

In closing the first chapter in the history of this 

, the names and potencies of the various’ medicines 
will indicate the dire-tion of the attempts for his restor- 
ation. ‘They are in the same order us given; some of 
them, however, were repeated, but that is not indi- 
cated: Nuz v. 200, Bell. 1, Pod. 1, Hyos. 1, Nuzx v, 1, 
Mer. sol. 8, Acon, 1, Canth, 30, Caust. 1, Ayrum m, 3, 
Acon. tinct., Puls. 1, Cim. tinct , Rhus t. 1, Rhus t. tinct., 


Rhus t.3v, Bell. 30, Lach. 30, Graph 30, Caust. 30, Cim. 1,, 


80, Sulph. 10, Cule. ¢. 3, Aurumm, 30, Nuz v., Phos. 

, Bry 1, Ign. Mer. prot, 2, Helm. 1, Alves, 1, Aloes. 2, 

nium.2, Sulph. 30, Voca 1, Coca tinct., Ver, v. 1, Hyos. 
tinct., Cham. 6, Cham, 3, Cham. tinct., Hydrast. 1, Scu- 
tell. 3, Aloes. 30, Mer. sol. 12, Anac. 1. 

We now come to the second chapter, In Feb., 1879, so 
little progress had been made, (he was becoming gradu- 
ally more demented, there being besides constant dan- 
ger of suicide), that some radical change was necessi- 
tated. Dr. S. Weir Mitchell's plan of treatment was at 
once begun. According to it, the patient must remain 
abed for weeks, have a changing dietary, take Cod 
liver oil and Jron, be treated daily with electricity and 
massage, or kneading, with passive motion. In this 
case some deviations were made from the Mitchell 
treatment, a4 no Cod liver oil or Iron were given, and 
no electricity applied ‘The first step was to keep him 
abed, and not allow any exercise or communication 
with his friends. This was accomplished by having 
an attendant with him night and day. Next the or- 
dinary diet was discontioued, and two quarts of 
skimmed milk were given during the twenty-four 
hours, at intervals of two hours, No other food was 
allowed, and, indeed, he wanted no other. His weight 
at this time was 146 pounds. In four days five pounds 
had been lost, and the stomach did not r the milk 
very well, On the fifth day one pint of beef tea was 
given, one half in the morning, the other in the after- 
noon, taking the place of the milk at those times, He 
slept no better, and felt as depressed as usual. As 
the milk was not well retained in the stomach, beef 
tea was substituted, and massage begun on the seventh 
day. On the eighth day, the weight had decreased to 
rf pounds, and he had slept the usual amount, about 


two hours. 








At this fime a suspicion was verified. It had been 
thought for many months that he masturbated; still 
no actual proof could be found, but now, when pressed, 
he admitted that it was a daily or at least a common 
coowarentes, Me felt 7 constant ngage —_ for 
ntercourse, and an increasing burning n keep- 
ing his t ta turned to the rexual organs. For the 
pov mrmy » eee sali rem Ser dae: "Thine 

na few minutes, every other ° sym- 

tom was relieved after a ay Ma as our per Ds nd 
in similar cases had Jed us to expect. To prevent the 
of the habit we have various means in the 
as ~< ut the a taioedass ie thie him was the 
hesive straps. e ure : the prepuce 
is retracted and held by a piece of plaster; strips of 
thick adhesive plaster, about half an inch wide and 
four inches long, are then wound around the glans and 
back over the retracted prepuce to the body, so that 
nothing remains ainegyered except the orifice 
of the urethra. When properly enveloped in this 
way, there can be no friction; and even erections 
are, in a great measure, prevented. They also act 
as a tell-tale: because, if once removed, they can- 
not be replaced. They are of no use in violent or 
demented cases, as they would have no hesitation 
whatever peng Ce off. On the eleventh day 
he was warm for the first time in years, and began to 
show some signs of hopefulness. A full diet of meat, 
vegetables, and fruit was then given, and China tioct. 
Two days afterward he had slept from seven to eight 
hours, and had perspired so treely as to wet the bed. 
Perceptible piration had been unknown to him 
fur years, day wag then divided in this way : At 
six in the morning, beef tea ; at eight, breakfast ; ten, 
bath with rubbing; at hoon, dinner; at three in the 
afternoon, beet tea ; five, supper ; eight, massage for 
one hour, given then to induce sleep ; and at nine, 
beef tea. the eighteenth day his weight was 146 
may but he was ome , With suicidal ten- 
cies and profanity. e stomach now caused 
trouble, by reason of the Soenent vomiting. These 
attacks were not accompanied by nausea, but were 
regurgitations without straining or warning of their 
coming. Ipec. 1 and fris v. 3 were tried, but with no 
immediate success Aftérward, until discharged, Phos. 
3 was the general remedy. In the night he mastur- 
bated, and, for some days following, was more stupid. 
Apis m. 3 was next given, and then Suiph. 30 tor con- 
stipation. On the thirty-ninth day his weight was 
147 pounds. He had again taken off the plasters, was 
very much depressed—in fact, in « frenzy ; his eyes 
were rolling about, his face contorted, giving him a 
frightful appearance, and he had no hope of recovering. 
The massage was divided on the fortieth day, one-half 
being given in the morning, the other half in the 
evening. For the next week he was depressed, and 
there was frequent vomiting ; but on the fort -eighth 
day his appetite was ravenous ; he was more hopeful, 
and very anxious to get out to walk and to do some- 
thing. He began to read books and papers, and he 
felt that his reading was more intelligent, less mechan- 
ical than before this treatment was begun. On the 


fifty-fourth day it was recorded that he had hada _ 


night, had pulled off the plasters, and had mas- 
turbated. That procedure being repeated on the 
a day, he was kept muffed. On the fifty- 
eighth day there was the same attempt made with his 
feet, while muffed, and again on the sixty-seventh 
day. Another cycle of d m had now begun. 
In the night of the seventy-first day he was very much 
excited, and tried frequently to Ba out head first 
ae the floor, but was prevented by the attendant. 
e was very suicidal, begged to be put out of his mis- 
ery, or at least to be put on the worst ward, where he 
thought he belonged. and to be fully restrained. The 
next night he did better ; but the night of the seventy- 
third the frenzy was at its height. He had given up 
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any further effort at self-restraint ; he walked the 
floor groaning and cursing, or pitched out of “bed 
unless held constantly by the attendant. In order to 
prevent his injuring himself, and to keep him ‘ina 
proper position for sleeping, he was put in a crib, and 
that, strangely enough, pleased him, as he had said 
for months that such a step would be n ‘ 
the ninety-fifth day he had improved so much that the 
muff was lefi off during the day time, and he was kept 
out of doors on the lawn or driving about the country. 

From this time the improvement was more marked, 
until eight weeks had elapsed without an emission, 
when one occurred. Some depression and sleepless- 
ness foll »wed, and he received Staph. 3. His mind 
had returned so well to its former healthy condition, 
that his removal was recommended to the ee and, 
on the one hundred and twenty-seventh day, he was 
discharged, in care of an attendant, who remained 
three or four weeks with him’ and then returned, 
leaving him alone with his family. He paid some at- 
tention to his business, but soon went to the sea-shore. 
Many people have met him and been with him during 
this time, now nearly three months, and he appears to 
all, as he now is, a clear-headed business man. The 
walking and swimming and sailing have still further 
caretigthened him, so that his gain has been twenty- 
five pounds in weight; and it:is good hard flesh, as he 
says, and not flabby fat as formerly. He now feels 
strong and well, os | is confident of his recovery and 
his ability to do good work for years to come. 

This case is remarkable for these reasons: First, his 
age, being now 57 years old, as such a time of life 
mekes a recovery improbable; second, the duration of 
three years, when the proportion of recoveries after 
two years is very small; third, the great amount of 
sleep lost during the three years and a half of illness, 
it not ees over two hours a night, so that we do 
not fear evil results from protrac sleeplessness so 
much now as formerly; fourth, on account of the sup- 
posed cause excessive sexual indulgence. 

He had been married thirty years. In his best mo- 
ments. and after careful calculation, his estimate of the 
number of connections during that period was that 
they amounted to at least twenty thousand times. 
This enormous drain had weakened him, ten years 
before, enough to cause an outhreak of insanity, and, 
as he did not profit by that lesson, but continued the 
same excesses, another and more serious attack was 
produced. More than that, he had become 80 accus- 
tomed to giving up to the passion that he took refuge 
in masturbation when separated from his home and 
brought to the asylum. is will power was all gone, 
as he said, and he was so helpless that he could not 
discontinue the practice of himself. For that preven 
tion was required until a-small stock of manhood 
could accumulate. 

Although medicines were given him for two years, 
and every means tried,in the way of surroundings 
and attractions, to enco a recovery, he remained 
in the same apparently hopeless condition until a rad- 
ical change in treatment was made. The isolation 
from his old companions prevented the usual daily 
complaints and mutual sympathizings. The prolonged 
quiet in bed gave the system an opportunity to recu- 
perate, and store up strength already long and severely 
overtaxed. The massage not only prevented muscular 
atrophy during the quiet, but stimulated new exer- 
tions of the system, And, bayer the plaster straps 
stopped the emissions; instead of being a daily occur- 
rence, weeks passed without a single discharge, so 
that these straps were the most: efficient aid in the 
return to health. It was noticeable in this case, as 
well as many others, that the first effect of a preven- 
tion of the accustomed discharges has been a zied 
condition, lasting a few days; but when that had 

,& quieter, more rational and natural state of 


sion of feeling, but that lasts only a few hours, per- 
haps a day or so, while this frenzy comes with the 
regular time for another discharge, when the demand 
is disappointed. Of course, the longer the better and 

uieter condition lasts after the frenzy, the healthier 
the patient becomes, until, as in this instance, com- 


On | plete recovery takes place. 


This happy result cannot, however, be reached in 
all cases, as it frequently happens that the disease has 
reached a point where x is no longer curable; but no 
one may be considered beyond hope so long as com- 

lete dementia of long standing has not been caused 

y the previous mental disease 





A LIFE sAvED re eee MEDICA- 
ON, 


t 
By J. N. Tr1pen, M. D., Peexsxrin, N. Y. 


A child, aged four years, a robust, healthy looking 
little fellow, suffered from dyspncea, with coarse bron- 
chial réles. His previous history included a serious 
pulmonary trouble prior to his second year, the precise 
nature of which I could not learn, It is probaule that 
the former disease had been an acute bronchitis and had 
left him suffering from chronic bronchitis and inter- 
lobular emphysema. In consequence of this lung con- 
dition every cold which he contracted caused him to 
suffer from difficulty of breathing. At the time when 
I first visited him, he had been suffering for several 
days from a cold, caused by having wet his feet. His 
symptoms had at first been only slight, like a mild at- 
tack of asthma, and a physician hud prescribed Cod 
liver oil, without benefit. 

The symptoms had gratnally TrOWD Worse, consist- 
ing of difficult breathing, mar x by coarse rifles and 
prolonged expiratory effort. There would be occasional 
paroxysms of coughing, during which the inspirations 
weuld become so short and ineffectual and the coun- 
tenance and extremities so cyanosed as to threaten 
immediate suffocation. During these paroxysms he 
would become almost unconscious until they passed 
off, when, although exhausted, he would soon appear 
quite comfortable again. 

Visited and prescribed for him the following morning. 
He was sleeping, and seemed to be breathing with 


| comparative ease. The parents said that the attacks 


of dyspnoea, although very severe, had been much less 
frequent. 

Just at this moment he awoke and was at once 
seized with a worse paroxysm than any previous one, 
His countenance ard extremities became livid. Hig 
respirations became so difficult that they sank to eight 
per minute, and at each inspiratory effort there was a 
convulsive action of the muscles about the mouth, such 
as is never seen save in suffocation. These convulsive 
inspirations were followed by a prolonged passive 
expiration, so extended as to diminish their frequenc 
as above stated, to eight per minute, and gradually 
still diminishing. The pulse went down to 85 and 


very feeble. He was unable to swallow. His eyes 
were fixed and he ceased to give any evidences of 
consciousness. He was, in fact, to all appearance, 


beyond all help, evidently “ in articulo mortis. 

y conviction that nothing further could be done 
was expressed to the family, and I left to attend other 
duties. Two days later I was summoned to the same 
family, anc supposing that it must be to attend some 
other person, my surprise may better be imagined than 
described when I saw the child whom I had left 
moribund forty-eight hours before, sitting at the table 
enjoying his breakfast, and seeming in no way to suffer 
from his narrow escape, On inquiring how this won- 
derful change had been wrought, it was found that as 
soon as I had left the room, a neighbor (one of those 
whom doctors usually denominaie as “an officious 





mind began. The discharge may produce a depres- 








and meddling ignoramus”) had recommended a tobac- 
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co poultice upon the stomach. It was immediately 
applied, and in a few minutes nausea with retching 
was produced, the muscles relaxed, the obstruc 
mucus dislodged, respiration and circulation res 
and the child's life saved by an ication, 

The restoration to consciousness and ability to swal- 

low was immediately followed af the administration ot 
of ammonia, which I had ordered before 
abandoning the case as hopeless. 

Here was a human life saved by a measure which I 
should have pronounced useless, at a time when life to 
all appearance was so near extinct. Probably most 
physicians would have given asimilar opinion. So 
much has been said among physicians and in the 
journals of our school about the uselessness and even 
deleterious effects of external applications in disease, 
that, with the lesson of this case before me, I cannot 
refrain from the comment that Money in medicine 
may often cost patients their lives. More than ever 
am I impressed with the belief that the true physician 
is one who seeks first of all to confer the test 
benefit upon the sick and suffering, no matter what 
means be used to accomplish this prime object; one 
who is ever ready to learn from the practical lessons 
of experience, even though pet theories be shaken into 
ruin. 

There are good things in all schools of medicine. 
There are useful hints to be learned even from the 
much derided “old lady.” There is no physician who 
is — of impartial judgment who does not con- 
stantly find that the lessons of practical experience set 
at naught the most plausible theories. 

The science or practice of medicine is one of 
exceptions. Let us be on the alert to collect and profit 
by practical lessons whenever we can, and not be so 
blind and intolerant that we will not epenly and hon- 
estly use whatever our own experience and the caperi- 
ence of others teaches us to be useful in disease. 


J] 





ULCERATION ABOUT THE NAIL OF THE 
GREAT TOE (IN-GROWING TOE NAIL) 
CURED WITH MAGNETIS POLUS AUS- 
TRALBS. 

By H. I. Ostrom, M.D., New York. 


The condition which has the appearance of a toe 
nail epee | the flesh is really caused by the flesh 
growing over the nail, and this is induced by pressure 
or any local irritation. The affection when of recent 
origin is amenable to proper paring of the nail, in con- 
nection with relief of the oe ee and a light 
dressing of Calendula if the skin is broken, or arnica 
if the tissues remain intact. But when the lesion has 
pro to the stage of ulceration and unhealthy 
ulation, these simple means will not effect a cure, 
use the corner of the nail, which continues the 
local irritation, cannot be removed, so deeply is it 
imbedded in the flesh, without also amputating the 
soft parts on a level with the side of the nail. I have 
heretofore relied exclusively on the knife to cure se- 
vere cases of ulceration about the toe nails, but while 
the results of this treatment have been all that could 
be desired when the incision was carried to the bone 
(this extent of incision is essential to success when an 
operation is performed), such mutilation should be 
the last resource. I am therefore glad to report the 
following case : 

A young married lady rapidly gained fiesh, and 
consequently weight, after confinement ; this, aided 
by the unnatural pressure upon the ball of the foot, 
induced by high-heeled shoes, caused the flesh on the 
inner side of the left ~_ toe to grow over the corner 
of the nail. Throu —- and injudicious local 
medication, ulceration and large unhealthy granula- 
tions followed. The attendant pain was so great as 








to prevent the use of the foot. I gave Magnetis aust. 1 


of the nail should be shaved and a small plate of hard 
rubber placed under the corner. (1 have succeeded in 
curing quite severe cases by retaining a plate of this 
character under the nail.) In ten days the toe was 
well, and has not since given any trouble. 

This case proves, first, that potentiated medicines 
may be repeated—I believe that this is sometimes 
n to effect the removal of a certain up of 
symptoms — and, second, that the pathologi state is 
of slight consequence in prescribing, as long as the 
symptoms of the disease and the drug correspond The 


ding symptom in the present case was that ayn 
n the Materia Medica Pura, under the proving of Mag- 
netis aust.: “ Soreness of the inner side of the nail of 


the big toe, in the flesh, as if the nail had grown into 
the dlesh on one side.” (Page 64, symptom 215.) This 

roving, like others not pushed to the confines of tox- 
cology, exhibits no pathological changes, but the 
symptoms, more subtle than the disease, indicate what 
may be the effect of the drug force. 

[We think the mechanical was the curative means 
in the above case. In our experience pledgets of cotton 
to raise the nail is the best agent to employ, and recov- 
e sy place without any medication whatever. 





MALIGNANT STRIOTURE OF THE HEPAT- 
IC FLEXURE OF 21HE COLON. 


By James E. GoopHakt. 


The symptoms are vomiting, griping abdominal 
pain, constipation, more or less distention of the abdo- 
men, abnormally visible peristaltic action of the bow- 
A ae possibly, in some cases, diminished quantity 
oO e. 


Acco as the obstruction is sudden and com- 
plete, or slow and fora long t:me incomplete, in its 
onset, you can ey | understand that the symptoms 
will be likely to er. ‘Thus, in sudden cases, the 
vomiting and constipation are immediate, and the 
abdominal distension follows soon after. In the 
chronic cases, there is usually a history of paroxysmal 
colic for some time before the onset of more urgent 
symptoms. The abdominal distension slowly in 
and reaches an extreme degree, and the venting ond 
absolute constipation come on at this late period. 
Moreover, througbout the illness the visible muscular 
action is usually a prominent symptom. 


A man twenty-seven admitted, May 22, 1878; 
died on May 81. He has drank very freely of spirits 
and beer. During the last nine months the patient 


has suffered from attacks of griping pains in his right 
side, more especially after taking beer; he has never 
noticed that the was increased by food; and he 
has been so little troubled by it as to take not much 
notice of it. 

About two months ago he caught a bad cold, and 
was confined to his bed. He then first noticed a hard 
swelling in his right side, just below the ribs. Pre- 
viously he had felt in good health, and had been able 
to work and eat well. He now began to have pain in 
this spot, and though he got better of his cold and 
began to work again, he felt weak and his appetite 
failed; a month he was seized with severe pain in 
his right side and for two days his bowels were con- 
fined. This attack passed off, but only to be succeeded 
by another in a week’s time. The pains generally 
came on in the evening, and after lasting twenty-four 
or thirty-six hours, would go away. During the pain 
he was always sick, and by vomiting was relieved. 
The vomit was bilious; n or yellow. Sickness 
never came on immediately after food, nor has he ever 
thrown up any blood, but the ejecta have been of the 





every night for one week, and directed that the centeT © 
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nature of coffee grounds. The vomiting has only ex- 

oxen a pm Y dios onuntiganen > a oer loose. 
at one e cons! , at ano 

The motions have lately been very black. He thinks 

he has wasted in the last three weeks. He has been 

able to take solid food till the last week, but since then 

has kept to milk and preme 

Dark and sallow complexion, slightly jaundiced, 
with worn, pained, and somewhat pinched looking 
face. He lies in bed on his back, with his legs drawn 
up. Tongue was furred and moist. He was always 
thirsty, but quite without appetite. The bowels had 
acted not long before he came in. 

The abdomen was not at all distended—rather the 
reverse; so much so that a tumor now to be described 
gave a slight preminence to the surface immediately 
over it. It occupied the right hypochondrium and 
right umbilical region, extending for an inch below 
the umbilicus. Its lower edge was well defined, but 
not its upper; the whole mass very tender and very 

It was comparatively dull, but yet distinctly 
resonant on percussion, and between it and the right 
rib there was very distinct resonance; above this came 
the hepatic dullness as usual, extending half a space 
higher than its normal limit. The swelling moved 
but very little, if at all, during deep inspiration. The 

came on in paroxysms, and, during them, the 
tumor became visibly more rounded, but there was no 
visible peristalsis. Ali the viscera seemed normal, and 
the temperature was normal. There was no ascites, 
no jaundice worth the name, no enlargement of the 
surface veins. 

The post mortem made the same afternoon discov- 
ered a cancerous stricture of the hepatic flexure of 
the colon. This had led to ulceration above it in the 
ascending colon, and a large fecal abscess had formed 
in the right hypocbondriac and lumbar region. Sup- 
puration had extended from it to the viscera in the 
neighborhood, and so to the general peritoneum We 
also found evidence of old peritonitis, in the form of 
old adhesions; and these were associated with, and 
probably due to, old tabes mesenterica, or caseous and 
now calcareous disease of the mesenteric glands. (Chi- 
cago M. J. and Ex., Nov., 1879.) 





CASH OF POISONING BY THREE DRACHMS 
OF PRUSSIO ACID; OPHTHALMOSOCOPIO 
SIGNS OF DEATH. 


By A. B. Kxtxy, L.R.C.P. Ep, M.R.C.S, Ene. 


The following case of poisoning by Prussic acid will, 
I think, be of interest on account of the large dose 
which was taken and the length of time which elapsed 
before it proved fatal. 

At 6 P.M. on Oct. 18th I left the house. A page-boy, 
aged sixteen, was standing in the ball, apparently well. 
At 6:80 precisely I returned, and, while in my consult- 
ing room with a patient, heard a noise of heavy breath- 
ing. I directed inquiries to be made as to the cause 
of this. At 6:35 1 was informed by one of the maid- 
servants, who had up on a chair and looked over 
a tion which divided the lad’s bedroom from the 
hall, that he was pale and foaming at the mouth. I 
immediately got over the ition and opened the 
door from within, the latch being one which from the 
outside opened 5 Ae a key. I found him on his 
back on the bed. He was perfectly insensible; very 
livid; there was mucus without blood about his mouth; 
his eyes were opes and glassy, and the pupils dilated. 
The respiration was hurried and stertorous. There 
were no convulsions; although these are generally a 
result in poisoning by Prussic acid. There was no 
involuntary passage of feces or urine. The pulse was 


full and rapid at first, but gradually became weaker. 
There was no vomiting. On the floor by the bedside 


stood a bottle with the stopper replaced. The lad had 
taken as much as three drachms. Cold affusion and 
artificial iration were at once resorted to, and, with 
the kind assistance of Dr. Buzzard, who arrived nm | 
after I had entered the bedroom, a magneto-indu 
current was employed for upward of a quarter of an 
hour. 

The average dose proving fatal is forty minims of 
the B. P., though recovery has taken place after one 
drachm has been swallowed. Two to ten minutes are 
given as the average period of life after two drachms 
or more, but in this case the lad lived, I should think, 
some twenty minutes after the poison was taken. 

The stertorous breathing observed in this case has 
not, I think, been hitherto recorded in poisoning by 
Prussic acid. It must be observed that the boy had 
re had his tea prior to taking the poison. His family 

istory indicated no hereditary insanity or epilepsy. 
His father and sister are living, and are both thy. 
He had been under my observation for one year, and 
only during the last week of his lite had I perceived 
anything strange about his habits. I have, however, 
since learned that he had pointed a small pistol at his fel- 
low servants,and had actually discharged a bullet within 
range of one of them; also that he had placed bis head 
in a jack-towel hanging from a door, which caused him 
to turn black in the face, and, when remonstrated with, 
he said, “ Oh, it’s all right; I’m only larkiag.” 

Remarkable facts in relation to the case are, firs 
the presence of stertorous breathing and absence o 
convulsions, Stertorous breathing would appear to be 
exceptional in cases of poisoning by ic acid, and 
to indicate profound insensibility. In Palmer’s poison- 
ing case at Rugley it was contended that the fact of 
the deceased having had stertorous breathing was 4 
proof that he had died from apoplexy, and not, as was 
alleged, from Prussic acid. Again, the fact that the 
lad replaced the stopper in the bottle, and put it 
on the floor, further indicates that insensibility and 
pbysical exhaustion could not have come on as rapidly 
as they usually do in these cases. 

Dr. Buzzard has obli me with the tollowing note 
of his observations on the case: 

** When I saw the patient, some fifteen minutes after 
the poison had been taken, he was lying on his back 
~ oundly insensible, the eyes nearly closed, the pupils 
arge and insensitive tolight. Tbe 7 was cool and 
moist, the muscular system relaxed and free from any 
convulsive twitchings, the mouth half open, showing 
the tongue of a dark-red color. The lips were of a 
purplish tint, and the tips of the fingers livid. There 
Was no pulsation at the wiist, nor could any action of 
the heart be perceived by auscultation. Dr. Kelly 
was applying artificial respiration, and when this was 
discontinued for a minute or two it was noticed that a 
spontaneous respiratory act took place, and was fol- 
lowed by another after an interval of fifty or sixty 
seconds. Faradisation of the phrenic nerves was then 
employed, but without effect; and when several mia— 
utes had elapsed without the least trace of automatic 
respiration, it was concluded that life was extinct. As, 
however, there had been no sign whatever to mark the 
moment of transition, I was anxious to satisfy myself 
that further efforts would be unavailing, and, having 
an ophthalmoscope with me, I examined one of the 
eyes, with the following result: The usual brilliant red 
glow from the choroid was — wanting, and its 

lace was occupied by a very pale violet grey tint. 

he optic disc, of a dull grey-white tone, was very ill- 
defined. The retinal arteries cou!d be discerned with 
the greatest difficulty as exceedingly narrow threads. 
The veins, on the other hand, were easily traced, but 
+ a to be unevenly and imperfectly charged with 
blood. The observation was somewhat obstructed by 
a peculiar broken-up-like condition of the media— 
whether of the cornea, lens, or vitreous, I could not de- 
termine— which gave one the idea of looking through 
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cooked tapioca. Observations are not yet numerous 
enough to enuble us to say that the ophthalmoscope is 
always to be absolutely relied upon as a test of death, 
but as in this instance circumstances combined to 
prove that life was extinct when the observation was 
made, a record of the conditions found may be of 
service.”— London Lancet, 





CROUP AND DIPHTHERIA. 


The discussion as to the similarity or non-similarity, 
pathologically, of membranous croup and diphtheria, 
w out of the report of a committee of the ablest men 
ft the profession, appointed, some time ago, to inquire 
into those important questions. It was held at the ses 
sions of the Medico-Chirurgical Society, and such men 
as Dr. Johnson, Mr. Parker, Mr. Semple, sir Wm Gull, 
Sir Wm. Jenner, Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, and Mr. 
Wilks took part in the discussion upon the report. In 
the main the iliustrious speakers evinced the usual 
proclivity to ‘‘agree to disagree,” some showing a 
marked tendency to do more of the latter than the 
former. A full report of the remarks made can be 
found in the Lancet of April 26th and May 3d and 
17th. There seems to be a growing tendency to admit 
a close relationship between the two maladies, even b 





men who have hitherto held valiantly to the belief that 
they were totally distinct and separate from each other. 

he principal element of disagreement came from 
such men as Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson and Dr. Wilks 
The sum of Mr. Hutchinson’s remarks are embraced 
in these inquiries : “Is there any bona fide and sound 
reason for speaking of diphtheria as a specific fever ? 
Is it not much more probable that the diphtleritic 
false membrane may arise from ordinary causes 0 
inflammation, and that it becomes itself contagious?” 
It had no period of incubation. He was inclined to 
agree with Sir John Cormack, heading his lectures 
“croup, a symptom ; diphtheria, a disease.” This 
idea of the ordinary origin of diphtheria and its auto- 
inoculability was moderately acquiesced in by Sir Wm. 
Gull, a man whose sang froid is absolutely inimitable. 

The conclusions of the committee were : 

1. Membranous inflammation confined to, or chiefly 
affecting, the larynx and trachea, may arise from a 
variety of causes, as follows : 

(a.)\—From diphtheritic contagion. 

(b.)—By means of foul water or foul air, or other 
agents such as are commonly concerned in the gene- 
ration or transmission of zymotic disease (though 
whether as mere carriers of disease cannot be deter- 
mined), : 

(c.)—As an accomp«niment of measles, scarlatina or 
typhoid, being associated with these diseases inde 
pendently of any ascertainable exposure to the special 
diphtheritic infection. . ; 

(d.)\—It is stated on apparently conclusive evidence, 
although the committee have not had an opportunity 
in any instance of examining the membrane in ques 
tion, that membranous inflammation of the larynx 
and trachea may be produced by various accidental 
causes of irritution, the inhalation of hot water or 
steam, the contact of acid, the presence of a foreign 
body in the larynx, and a cut throat. 

2. There is evidence in cases which have fallen 
under the observation of members of the committee 
and are mentioned in the tables appended, that mem- 
branous affection of the larynx and trachea has 
shortly followed exposure to cold, but their knowl- 
edge of the individual cases is not sufficient to exclude 
the possible intervention or co-existence of other 
causes. The majority of cases of croupal symptoms 
definitely traceable to cold, appear to be of the nature 
of laryngeal catarrh. 

8 Membranous inflammation, chiefly of the larynx 
and trachea, to which the term “ membranous croup ” 
would commonly be applied, may be imparted by an 








influence, epidemic or of other sort, which has in 


other persons produced pharyngeal diphtheria. 
4. And conversely, a sufferin with the 
membranous affection y of the passages, 


such as would commonly be termed membranous 
croup, may communicate to another a membranous 
condition limited to the pharynx and tonsils, which 
will be commonly regarded as diphtheritic. * * *# 
The membrane, even when chiefly laryngeal, is more 
often than not associated with some extent of a sim- 
ilar change in the pharynx or on the tonsils ; and 
whether we have to the construction of the 
membrane, or to the constitutional state, as evinced 
by the presence of albumen in the urine, it is not prac- 
ticable to show an absolute line of demarkation (save 
what depends upon the position of the membrane) 
Pata the pharyngeal and laryngeal forms of the 
isease. 

The facts before the committee only warrant them 
in the view, that when it obviously occurs from a 
zymotic cause or distinct infection, and primarily 
affects the pharynx, constitutional depression is more 
marked, and albuminuria more often and more largely 
present ; though in both conditions some albumen in 
the urine is more frequently present than absent. The 
committee suggest that the term croup be henceforth 


Y | used wholly as a clinical definition implying laryn- 


geal obstruction, occurring with febrile symptoms in 
children. This croup may be membranous or not 
membranous, due to diphtheria or not so. 

The term diphtheria is the anatomical definition of 
a zymotic disease which may or may not be attended 
with croup. (Chicago M. J. & Ex.) 


TANACETUM VULGARE IN RHUS 
POISONING. 








By Georet ALLEN, A.M., V.D. 

Be'ng extremely susceptible to the action of Rhus 
toz., I have frequently experienced annoying skin symp- 
toms alter preparing the lower attenuations of this 
drug. I have sought earnestly for an eflective antidote 
to the same. In 1878 my attention was called to the 
Tanacetum vulgare (common tans,) by an item in the 
U. 8. Med. Investigator. Upon tral I found it to meet 
the requirements of my case better than auything I 
had ever used. The first indication of Rhus poisoning 
is aslight itching of the skin. Upon experiencing this 
symptom I apply to the «ffected part a tincture of Tan- 
sy, made from the green plant. A few applications 
suffice to check the trouble entirely, and no further 
inconvenience is experienced. Since using the Zansy 
in this way, my susceptibility to poisoning from Rhus 
seems to have been much diminished, I have pre- 
scribed the Tanay, used as above, for patients suffering 
from “ivy poisoning,” and with uniform good results. 





“ EARTH TREATMENT oF UTERINE FrBrRorps.”—The 
paper entitled *‘ Earth Treatment of Uterine Fibroids,’ 
published in the January number of the Tres, has 
elicited so. much inquiry, that at your request a brief 
de-cription is here given. 

The earth employed is a — clay, which is pre- 
pared by first drying, and then crushing and removing 
every thing which might prevent very fine pulveriza- 
tion. After being thoroughly and finely ground, it is 
silted and the resulting powder is ready for nse. Of 
this powder a poultice is made large enough to cover 
the tumor, and thick enough to make firm and even 
pressure when it becomes dry and hard, which it does 


ver soon. 

his is retained about a week, ifit can be borne, 
without change, and then another is — While 
yellow clay has thus far been employed, it is probable 
that Fuller’s earth o- any bolar earth would be equally 


e le 
This same treatmeat has been found very successful 
io the treatment of felons. A. P. Txroor, M. D. 
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“A regular medical education furnishes the only presumptive 
evidence of professional adilities and , and ovext to 
be the ONLY yore RIGHT = Soeeeena ce eo ciavetee 
and honors profession.” edical Ethics, Amer. 
Med. Ass., Art. iv., Sec. 1. 








PROSPECTIVE. 


As the present number concludes Volume Seven 
of our publication, and the next issue begins a new 
one, we take the occasion to say to our readers that 
the management and general plan beretofore followed 





will still continue. 

We hope, however, to make some improvements 
in both the matter to be presented and in the phys- 
ical appearance. 

The “ Retrospect” will, we think, be much im- 
proved over the past. 

We are always anxious for inte:esting articles. 
Short essays, reports of clinical cases, items, etc., 
will be very thankfully received both by Editors 
and readers. 

This Journal is not the organ of any institution 
or business-house whatever, and will continue to 
deal with all questions of interest to the profession 
fiom an independent stand-point. 

As Editors we consider ourselves the servants of 
the profession, and shall be glad at all times to 
receive communications upon any subject connected 
with the publication from each and every one of our 
readers. 

As the publication of the Journal is not for the 
purpose of making money—every dollar received 
being expended on its pages—our readers will ob- 
serve that the increase of its subscription list is of 
immediate importance to them, and we hope and 
trust that each subscriber will try to send us one or 
more during the year. 


— 


Cius Rarzs. 

For $20.00 we will send the Journal to ten differ- 
ent addresses, and at this rate it is the cheapest 
publication to be had. Send us your clubs. 

Our subscribers must also bear in mind that it 
requires ready cash, and in considerable amount, to 
issue a Journal of our dimensions, and they will 
greatly aid our efforts by prompt remittances. 

We have on our books a jarge amount of arrear- 
ages, of which we must again urge the payment. 

Subscribers will also confer a favor by indicating 
to us in writing their wishes in respect to contin- 
uance. 





YEs. NO 


Two little words, among the shortest in the Eng- 
lish language, and yet the keys of a man’s life, 
Rightly used they unlock the doors of success and 
open wide the broad avenues of usefulness and hon- 
or. They are an index to a man’s inner nature, and 
show the strength of his character, the real nobleness 
of his heart, his aspirations for a life of usefulness, 
his determination to fulfill sacredly the duties and 
obligations of a true and enlightened manhood, or s 
nature purely selfish, revolving around itself, with 
no aspirations outside of self, with no thought but 
for personal comfort, personal convenience, and per- 
sonal interests. Everyone carries within himself the 
keys of his future life, aye, the keys which will un- 
lock or close the very gates of heaven. Every man 
must decide for himself whether his life shall be a 
noble outgrowth of a strong, honest, unselfish nature, 
an upward march, with a firm determination to 
leave none of its sacred duties and obligations unful- 
filled, or a drifting along the current of life, only in- 
tent on steering itself pleasantly, with no thought of 
the thousands with which this vast current is 
thronged, to many of whom a word of caution, 4 
look of kindness, a strong hand held out, would 
clear away the mists from blinded eyes and save hu- 
man lives from misery and ruin, 

Thoughtless/ Oh! the terrible significance of that 
word. What does it mean? Is it the closing the 
heart against all sympatiny for those around us, lest 
it may interfere with one’s comfort and pleasure? 
Is it an utter and entire forgetfulness of those recip- 
rocal obligations which we all owe to each other? 
Is it the enfolding one’s self in a mantle so thick as 
to chill and fetter with icy chains that true manhood, 
the germ of which is a part of divinity, which God 
implanted in every living soul? Thoughtless! Some- 
time or other, in this world or the next, God will 
run his ploughshare under the crust and break it to 
atoms. But ob! that terrible awakening when « 
man looks back upon a selfish life in which there has 
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been no blossoming fruit, no reaching out for the 
good of humanity, no warm and life-giving currents 
flowing forth from it to brighten other lives and make 
glad other hearts. 

Commencement day for 1880, with all our medi- 
cal colleges, has come and gone. The curtain 
to a new life has risen to hundreds of young 
men. They stand at the threshold of a career which 
may be one of honor and prosperity, whose influence 
for good may extend through all time, or a simple 
vegetation, a floating along with the current, or an 
ignominious failure. Pause for a moment before 
grasping the helm and throwing to the wind your 
sails, and think over the cardinal principles which 
should guide you, those principles which are the ba- 
sis of all success. ‘You will find them in the golden 
rules of the Great Physician, who formulated in sim- 
ple language the inspired teachings of all past ages. 
Remember that your hands have not yet been trained 
to exercise all their strength, nor your eye all its cun- 
ning. There is better work for you to do than to be 
constantly on the alert to protect your dignity. It 
is hardly to be expected that Gud has gifted you 
with such wonderful genius that, standing on the 
threshold of a great profession, which has taxed the 
noblest and life-long energies of some of the strong- 
est and best minds the world has ever seen, you 
should comprehend at a glance, even before you had 
scarcely laid aside your swaddling clothes, what they 
with all their study had often failed to comprehend. 
Do your duty, your whole duty, honestly, earnestly, 
with a Christian spirit, and let dignity take care of 
itself. Miracles, it is true, are sometimes performed, 
but it is not given to every one to spring from the 
brain of Jove in full mental and physica! stature. 
Greatness is of slow growth, but it comes with hon- 
est, unselfish work, Learn how to say yes and no, 
for these words are the index of character and the 
keys to success, Yes! to everything which jpoints 
to a higher life, which looks to a broader usefulness 
and a more extended knowledge of truth. No! to 
everything which tempts you from truth, which pan- 
ders to vice, which would turn you away from those 
golden principles which should be the guide of every 
gentleman. 





Is THE ORIGINATING POISON IN SOCAR- 
LATINA, PUERPERAL FEVER, TYPHOID, 
DIPHTHERIA, AND ERYSIPELAS THE 
SAME? 


This question was recently discussed in the Odstet- 
rical Journal with marked ability. The opinions of 
some of the leading scientists and specialists were 
quoted at length, and the opinion was that in all 
these diseases the originating poison was the same. 
Dr. Churchill, in his work on Diseases of Women, 
says: “We find that the same seasons give rise to 








erysipelas, typhus, and typhoid fevers, scarlatina 
and puerperal fever ; that they prevail epidemically 
at the same time, and, as an epidemic, take on the 
same type, and appear capable the one of -giving 
rise to the other, or of co-existing in the same pa- 
tient. Further, that the symptoms of certain forms, 
at least of puerperal fever, are similar to those 
which occur after great surgical operations, and 
that the secondary lesions are similar. In erysipelas, 
typhus fever, and the secondary fever after opera 
tions, there can be but little doubt of the depraved 
condition ot the blood, and it is highly probable 
that their low typhoid character is owing to this 
blood poisoning. The conclusion is inevitable that 
the peculiar character and malignancy of certain 
epidemics of puerperal fever also depend upon & 
morbid condition of the blood, however produced, 
in addition to the local disease.” 

Dr. Holland, in the British Medical Journal for 
February, 1879, relates the breaking out of scarla 
tina in a large school, a single pupil only being ill. 
In two weeks the pupils fell ill in rapid succession 
to the number of twenty-five. The invalids pre- 
sented every conceivable variety of diphtheria and 
scarlatina, with and without rash. The varieties 
presented’such a progressive fusion in their protean 
combinations that he regarded the diseased states as 
modifications of one, and the evolution of a similar 
germ in dissimilar pabulum. 

In our own experience diphtheria, scarlatina, and 
typhoid fever have prevailed in the same family at 
the same time, apparently originating from the same 
poison. In many cases we have seen diphtheria fol- 
low scarlatina, one almost imperceptibly following 
the other. In both diseases the sequel is often the 
same. The same breaking down of tissues, nephritic 
desquamation, albuminuria, and dropsy, show a like 
blood poisoning, whatever jthe previous symptoms 
may have been. The evidence of poison being 
carried from a scarlatina or diphtheritic patient toa 
woman in labor, inducing in her puerperal fever, is 
so strung that we always refuse attendance upon 
labor cases if at the same time we are in attendance 
upon scarlet fever patients. The idea is so frightful 
that the physician, who should be a minister of 
healing, carries with him in his garments or upon 
his hands, to the confiding patient, seeds of suffering 
and death, that he cannot be too cautious. 





STATE SOCIETY MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the Society which was 
held in Albany a few days since, turned out one of 
the most interesting and best attended of any in the 
history of the organization. The wisest counsels 
prevailed on the occasion, and the rocks and quick- 
sands which appeared in the distance were triumph- 
antly avoided. 
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In the discussion which preceeded the expung- 
ing from the records of the so-called “ Fowler reso- 
lution "—which was adopted in 1878—remarks were 
made which placed their authors in anything but 
an enviable light before the world. One member 
asserted that we must have a creed, and in the same 
breath insisted that we were still independent and 
could practice ae we pleased—in other words, sub- 
scribe to a dogma with the intention of violating it 
—while others of a small minority argued as of old, 
as if there were nothing else in existence but the 
“law of similars,” and attempted to coerce the ma- 
jority into their restricted view of it. 

The resolution, however, was expunged without « 
dissenting voice, because the committee having the 
matter in charge reported a better, which was 
adopted in its place. 

We understand that the original movers of the 
resolction are satisfied with the position of affairs, 
for the change of sentiment which has been 
wrought by its dissemination cannot be expunged, 
and they claim that this is wide-spread and in- 
creasing. 

There can be no doubt that this movement has 
caused much thought on the part of many, and we 
are not of those who are afraid to look the truth 
squarely in the face, and consider any proposition 
whatever; for the subject that will not bear the full 
est investigation and discuasion deserves to perish, 
as it certainly will ere long. 

It is amusing to read the theoretical views of many 
who would define the practice to be adopted by our 
school! Much of it is from inexperienced hands, and 
all of these wonder that the world does not revolve 
around their little sphere! 

The report of the committee on the “ Milwaukee 
Test,” although it contained matter not pertinent to 
the subject, was by vote refused to be received, and 
the committee was discharged—a discourtesy un- 
worthy any scientific body. 

It would have done no harm to have courteously 
received the report, and then refused to adopt it. 

It is such ungentlemanly conduct as this which 
disgusts the more decent members of our societies, 
and increases the feeling that these meetings are only 
for the purpose of venting spite, or for the airing of 
the peculiar notions of individuals. 

We ought to be willing to listen respectfully to 
the views of any one, no matter how different from 
our own, and then adopt them or not, as the con- 
science of each shall dictate. 

There can be no doubt that our school is passing 
through a critical period, and although we are not 
at all alarmed as to the future—for truth is sure to 
prevail, and the fittest to survive—much remains to 
be done, and that wisely, if we still continue the 
organization which has thus far done so much to 
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An EvLemMentary Text-Boox or MaTEerta MEDICA, 
CHARACTERISTIC, ANALYTICAL AND COMPARA- 
tTrve. By A. C. Cowperthwait, M. D., Ph. D. 
Chicago. Duncan Brothers, 1880. 


Dr. Cowperthwait is professor of Materia Medica in 
the Homeopathic Medical Department of the Univer- 
sity of Iowa, and the work here presented is, we sup- 
pose, a careful resumé of his lectures before his class, 
and contains a brief but clear and concise discussion 
of one hundred and forty-four of the most important 

of our Materia Medica. The plan of the work 
is excellent. He first gives the action of each drug 
from a physiological standpoint. This prepares the 
student for a detailed study of the special action of the 
drug as afforded by its pathogenesis. It places the 
key of the general action of the Crug in his hands, and 
enables him to study out its fine shadings and “ae 
points with tolerable ease and great certainty. 
study of drugs from a physiological standpoint is, in 
our estimation, absolutely essential to a proper under- 
standing of their action. Without this guide the stu- 
dent, and even the skilled practitioner, will often find 
himself wandering through a maze of symptoms with- 
out any clear conception of their meaning. The Ma- 
teria Medica of the future—that which will stand the 
test of the closest scrutiny from scientific thinkers of 
all schools, around which all will rally—will be one in 
which the action of a drug shall be given from & 
hysiological standpoint, from clinical experience, and 
rom a careful detail of characteristic symptoms. A 
drug studied from all sides of this trinity will bardly 
fail of rewarding the inquirer with an intelligent pic- 
ture of its action. This is the plan which the author 
has followed. It resembles somewhat that of Prof. 
Hempel’s Materia Medica, but the working out has of 
necessity been more concise, to suit the wants of the 
student. We have not looked for faults in the work, 
for the merits have been so conspicuous as to deserve 
our most decided commendation. 








A System or Mepictrye. Edited by J. Russel Rey- 
nolds, M. D., F. R. 8., with numerous additions 
and illustrations by Henry Hartshorn, A. M,, M.D. 
Vol. Il. E. R. Pelton, 25 Bond Street, New 
York, agent for Henry C. Lea, Philadelphia. 


The first volume of this magnificent work on Theory 
and Practice was noticed in the February issue of the 
Tres, and the third and last will probably be in the 
hands of the public in March. The second volume 
o~ us Diseases of the Respiratory and Per pen | 
tems. The subjects are treated with that weal 
of scientific reseatch and practical knowledge we 
should expect from such men as Mackenzie, Jenner, 
Salter, Hughes Bennett, Wilson Fox, Bastin, Hewitt, 
Roberts, Anstie, Gibson, and Gowers, each of whom 
has brought the lifetime researches and experience in 
their specialty to enrich this great work. The English 
edition is already in the libraries of most of the older 
practitioners, and the American edition we are sure 
will be eagerly purchased by the young physician just 
starting in his profession. 





PaysicAL TREATMENT.—Among the most useful 
specialists are those who devote themselves to manip- 
ulations connected with the careful application of 
electricity. They occupy a most important place in 
connection with the general treatment of the famil 
hysician, producing results which cannot be reach 

= any form of drug medication. Mrs. Maycrink and 
her son are so well and favorably known that we feel 
in recommending them we are only endorsing the gen- 





omote the interests of our cause. 





eral professional verdict of approval. 
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FINAL REPORT ON THE MILWAUKEB | odica! printed in the English language; and that trans- 
egular mc- 


TEST OF THE THIRTIETH DILUTION. 


The Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, in complet- 
ing the pathogenetic and therapeutic test of the thir- | 
tieth Hahnemannian dilution, makes the following re 


port: 

That the unavoidable delay in making ‘he report | 
was due to the removal of the depositary, Rev. G. T. 
Ladd, from this city to Brunswick, Me.; to his absence | 
from home, cause! by the illness and death of his | 
father; and to the tardiness of the reports from the | 
experimenters. 

That, in carrying out the provisions of the test, we | 
have adhered strictly to the details of the plan for a| 


scientific test of the pathogenetic and therapeutic | 
action of the thirtieth Hahnemannian dilution, full | 


particulars of which were published in the circular, 
issued by this society in December, 1878. The object 
of the test, and the modus operandi were announced | 
as follows: 


° * * “ The oe of this test is to determine | 
whether or not this preparation can produce any medicinal | 
action on the human organism, in health or disease 

“A vial of pure sugar pellets, moistened with the thir- 
tieth Hahnemannian dilution of Aconite, and nine similar 
vials, moistened with pure Alcohol, so as to make them 
resemble the test pellets, shall be given to the prover. 
The vials are to be numbered 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 5, 9, 10. | 
The number given to the Aconite vial shall be unknown to | 
the prover, and it shall be his task to determine which of | 
the ten vials contains Aconite. 

“These preparations are to be put up with the greatest | 
care, in the presence of the members of the Milwaukee 
Academy of 





number and dispense the vials as they are called for by the 
provers, 

**The provers must be physicians of acknowledged abili- 
ty, who possess a good knowledge of the recorded symp- 


preys of Aconite, and who have faith in the efficacy 
of the thirtieth dilution. 
+ * * * * * * 


“Preparations uf Arsenicum album, Aurum metallicum, 
Carbo vegetabilis, Natrum muriaticum, and Sulphur, in the 
thirtieth Hahnemannian dilution, made with the same 
precautions and care as this of Aconitum, shall be used as 
a test of the therapeutic powers of the thirtieth dilutions. 
In consideration of the inconvenience of experimenting on 
the sick, arising from popular prejudices, the number of 
vials of ‘ unmedicated’ pellets may be limited to one for 
each remedy, and the experiments tried mostly in chronic 
diseases, ‘he real gain to the healing art which will be 
accomplished by the establishment of the truth or falsity 
of the theory of ‘potentization’ will amply compensate 
for the risk of delaying a few cures. 

“The experimenters must be physicians of acknowl- 
edged ability, who possess a good Seowteies of the thera- 
ys indications of the remedies tried, and who 

‘aith in the efficacy of the thirtieth dilution.” * 


The committee appointed by the Milwaukee Acad- 
emy of Medicine, for the purpose of making arrange- 
ments to prepare a scientific test of the efficacy of the 
thirtieth Hahnemannian dilutions, reported as follows: 


Mk. Presipent: Your committee have carefully con- 
sidered the plan proposed in Dr, Lewis Sherman’s paper, 
for testing the efficacy of tne thirtieth Habnemannian 
dilution, and we are unanimously of the opinion that the 
test proposed in that paper is fair and honorable, and that 
the interests of science demand that it should be made. 

We recommend: 

That our — 
of this test, and t 


profess 
* * 


undertake to carry out the provisions 
at to this end the essential features and 


the practical details of the test be given for publication 


edicine, and then placed in the hands of an | 
unprejudiced layman of unimpeachable honor, who shall | 


| lations of the same be sent to every known 7 


oO 
all 


thie periodical printed in foreign languages ; and that 
other appropriate and accessible means be employed to 
give the test publicity. 

That the directions given by Hahnemann for the prepa- 
ration of the thirtieth dilution be followed with the most 
scrupulous exactness; that the Alcohol used be of the 
purest quality obtainable, and that to this end a quantity 
of the best so-called “Homeopathic Alcohol’ be re-dis- 
tilled in glass for the or of this test. 

That the Rev. Geo. T. Ladd, of Milwaukee, be selected 
to number and dispense the viais of test pellets as they 
are called for by the vers and experimenters ; and that 
he give a solemn pledge that he will not, in any manner, 
reveal to any b ag which of the preparations coming 
from his hands have been medicated with the thirtieth 
dilution, until he shall bave been called upon to de so by 
this society, and that he will use every means in his power 
to preserve the purity of the materials entrusted vo his 
care, and to make the test fair and honorable. 

That all provers and experimenters be required to send 
their reports to the secretary, Dr. Albert Schlemilch, be- 
fore the first day of December, 1879; and that the result 
be published in full about the first of January, 1880. 

And finally, that this society appropriate a sufficient 


| sum of money to defray the expenses of furnishing and 


delivering the test pellets of Aconite to one hundred prov- 
ers, these being selected from the first who apply, and 
that thé other provers and experimenters be required to 
pay in advance to the secretary of the society the sum of 
thirty cents for each set of test pellets sent them. 


Mitwavtee, Dec. 3, 1878. 
Eveene F. Store, M.D., 
Ropert Martin, M.D., 

E. M. Rosenkrans, M.D., 
Jouvia Forp, M.D., 

ALBERT ScHL@MILCH, M.D., 
G. C. McDermott, M.D., 

O. W. Cartson, M.D. 


The society unanimously adopted the report, and has 
used every possible means to give the test publicity. 

We would further repori— 

That the medicines used in making the dilutions for 
the tuerapeutic test were obtained trom the pharmacy 
of Messrs. Boericke & Tafel, and the Aconite tincture 
was tested oy several members of this society, and 
found to produce its pathogenetic effects. : 

That the dilutions were made by this society in 
accordance with the Hahnemannian directions for the 
preparation of the thirtieth dilution. 

hat ata vag tw meeting of the society, held April 
1st, 1879, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted: 

Upon application by any professor in a medical coll 
or A other public eveatee of the high ty | 
Academy will prepare and furnish the thirtieth Hahne- 
mannian dilution of any remedy in common use, for the 
pee and in accordance with the terms heretofore pub- 
ae in the pamphlet entitled “‘A Test of the Thirtieth 

ution, 


That in accordance with various requests of the 
provers, we have prepared, in addition to the dilutions 
mentioned in the pamphlet, pathogenetic tests of Nua 
vomica, Belladonna, and Arsenicum album, and thera- 
peutic tests of Sulphur and Digitalis. 

That the bottles containing the thirtieth dilutions 
thus prepared, together with a bottle of the alcohol 
used in their preparation, were given directly into the 
custody of the depositary. 

That he was also supplied with pure sugar pellets 
vials, and mailing boxes, and that he was requested 
to medicate the pellets, and dispense them according 
to orders which he might receive from the secretary. 

That the applications for the test cases were given 
directly to the depositary as soon after their receipt as 
possible; that all cases given out were sent by him in 
response to applications received by this society from 
the provers; and that in answer to our request we 
received from him a thoroughly sealed envelope con- 





as soon as practicable to every regular homeopathic peri- 


taining the subjoined report: 
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Bowporn COLLEGE, ea } 
:, January 26, 1880. 
To the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine: 

GENTLEMEN — The report which is herewith submitted 
to you I beg leave to — with the following state- 
ments: The work which you did me the honor to intrust 
to me has been most carefull and scrupulously done; the 
record has been accurately kept, and secluded from all 
eyes but my own. 

Great pains have been taken to exclude entirely the pos- 
sibility of guessing the medicated vials, instead of discov- 
ering them by scientific ———a. 

Nothing has been permitted to indicate a difference in 
the vials tested, or to make it possible for any experi- 
menter to detect in any way the reasons for choosing one 
number rather than another, of all the vials numbered to 
contain the medicated pellets. 


So far as the test has been made, it has been made under 
the fairest conditions possible for me to secure. 

With these remarks I invite your attention to the ap- 
pended itemized statement of the tests sent, the time of 
sending, the persons to whom sent, and the numbers in 
each test of the medicated vials. 

These, gentlemen, are all the vials sent out by me, in 
accordance with the instructions received from your com- 
mittee. I am very respectfully yours, 

Groce T. Lapp, 
Professor of Mental and Moral Philosophy. 


In the tabular statement the number of the medi- 
cated vial in the cases not tested or not reported has 
been withheld by the society for obvious reasons. The 
last column, giving the report of the experimenter, has 
been added to e the report complete. 








Name of Experimenter. 


Number of case. 


Residence of Experi- 
menter. 


| _ Report of 
Experimenter. 


No. of Med. vial 


| 





1879. 
Jan. 18. 


Feb. 26. 


Mch. 1. 
M’ch 31 


Dr. J. W. Thompson... 
Ang = C. B. Gatchell.... 
r. H. L. 


Manayunk, 


Cerne ctor 


-.-|Chicago, 
New York 
Kenosha, 


Minneapoli 
Buffalo, 


Dr. L. A. Campbell 
Dr. J. A. Pearsall 


ey 
aratoga 
Delavan, 


# 8 
nell eee, SuuSEE 











Bowling Green, Ky. 


Richland Center, Wis 
Wat oe Wis 


N. 
Wis 
“ 
Madison, Wis 


Milwaukee, Wis...... eeee 
Union Springs, N. Y 


St. Louis, Mo pesopese evens 
Leavenworth, Kan........ 


-|Beaver Dam, Wis 
8t. Louis, Mo 


Indianapolis, Ind 
8, Minn 
N.Y 
Binghamton, N. Y 
.-|Norwalk, O. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
.-|Middletown, N. Y 


\No report. 
No report, 
|No report. 
|No report. 
|No report. 
|Number 5. 
No report. 
Number 4. 
Number 1. 
pember 2, 
o symptom 
Number 4. 
No report. 
No report. 
Number 10, 
No report, 
No report. 
Number 5. 
Arsenicum 1, 
No symptoms, 
No report. 
No report. 
No report. 
No report. 
No report. 
No report, 
No report. 
No report. 
No report, 
No report. 
No report. 
No report. 
No report. 
No report, 


10 
Pa 


Y 


Ther 


Path. 
Ther. 
Path. 
Ther. 
Path. 


“ 
o“ 


Ther. 
Path. 
“ 


PE ED et bt et DI ee IE ea IE et I tT ett et et tt tt tt Ot | No. of Tests. 

















* Five vials, one containing Arsen. 30th. 


Norsz. — Besides the above, an application was re- 
ceived from Dr. Adams, of Toronto, Canada, for Lye. 
80 in a ten-vial test. The material was prepared at a 
special meeting of the Academy, and sent by express 
to Prof. Ladd. Dr. Adams’ name not appearing in 
Prof. Ladd’s report, we infer that the package did not 
reach him after his removal from this city. 


RECAPITULATION. 
TEN-VIAL, OR PATHOGENETIO TEST. 
Number of tests applied for and sent out 
” ** which have been reported on 
< in which the medicated vial was P 


TWO-VIAL, OR THERAPEUTIO TEST. 
Number of tests applied for and sent out 
os st which have been reported on..... 
+4 in which the medicated vial was 





FIVE-VIAL TEST OF DR. PENNOYER. 


Number of tests applied for and sent out 
* ° which have been reported on 
in which the medicated vial was P 


The thanks of this society are due to Professor Geo, 
T. Ladd, of Bowdoin College, Maine, for his disinter- 
ested work in the interests of medical science; to the 
Hahnemannian Monthly, the 8t. Louis Clinical Review, 
and the U. S. Medical Investigator for publishing the 

lan of the test; and, above all, to the persons who 
— magnanimously taken part in the experiment. 
By order of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine. $ 


Sam’t Porter, M.D. 
Eveens F. Storxez, 


President, 
M. D., Secretary. 
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin, February 16, 1880. 
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HOMCIOPATHIO MEDICAL SOCIETY OF 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 





The Twenty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the Homeo- 
re Medical Society of the State of New York was 

eld Tuesday and Wednesday, Feb 10th & 11th, 
1880, at the Geological Hall, Albany. President Asa 
8. Couch, M. D., in the chair. 

The proceedings were opened with prayer by the 
Rev. A. J. Upson, D. D., at the close of which the 
President said he regretted the interruption which had 
taken — in the arrangements for the room in which 
to hold the annual meeting, in consequence of the fire 
at the City Hall, and suggested that, inasmuch as some 
of their time had been taken from them by that misfor- 
tune, the discussions of the Society be brief and pointed, 
and that in all business the members would show that 
due diligence which would enable them to get through 
in the usual time. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 

The President then appointed the following com- 
mittees: 

Auditing: Drs. S. P. Burdick, A. R. Wright, O. 
Groom. 

Credentials: Drs. N. Osborne, W. W. Blackman. 

Invitations: Drs. H. M. Paine, Albany; W. H. 
Barnes, Chatham. 

President's Ad‘lress: Drs. 8S. H. Talcott, Middletown; 
W. M. L. Fiske, Brooklyn; F. Parke Lewis, Buffalo. 

The Secretary then read the minutes of the last 
annual meeting. 

Dr. Coburn said the names of Drs. Squires, Biegler 
and Osborne had been omitted in the list of mem- 
bers, as read in the minutes. 

Dr. Wildes—I think Dr. Coburn errs in having the 
name of Dr. Squires printed, not that I wish to do him 
any injustice, but the matter was brought up two 
years ago, and it appeared then that he was not rec- 
ommended from his society. 

Dr. Coburn—Dr. Squires was elected a member of 
the society last year, and his name does not appear. 

Dr. Hills—I do not remember all the circumstances 
about Dr. Squires, but it seems to me his name came in 
an irregular way. It appears to me Dr. Doane made a 
statement that he was not properly nominated. 

Dr. Wildes—Dr. Miller was the first to state the 
facts, and it appeared his name was not properly be- 
fore the society. 

Dr. Doane—I had the honor myself to present the 
name of my lamented friend Dr. Squires, at the last 
year’s meeting, and I recollect there was something 
said about his having been omitted the previous year, 
and at my suggestion and motion at the last year’s 
meeting he was made a member of the State Society. 
Iam very certain of it, as I made the motion myself. 

Dr. Hills—His name did not come in the regular 
way, and we cannot elect him in any other way with- 
out a violation of the constitution. 

The President—The objection is geod and the chair 
sustains it, and I don’t see how it can be remedied at 
this time. We must elect members according to the 
constitution. 

Dr. Doane—The minutes of the County Society will 
show that Dr. Squires was delegated by the society to 
attend the State Society, and that he came here in the 


ar way. 
The President—If the facts are as stated by Dr. 
Doane, the point taken by the chair is wrong. 

Dr. Wildes—I distinctly remember that the question 
was brought up at the time, and I think Dr. Doane errs 
in his recollection. I am sure our minutes don’t show 
he was elected. 

Dr. Coburn—I will withdraw my motion to amend 
the minutes by inserting the three names, and take 
them up singly. I move that the society decide the 
matter of the election of Dr. E.B. Squires, of Syracuse, 
as a member of this society. 








Dr. Hills—I don’t see how it can be done without 
copy of the minutes of the County Society; I don’t se 
how we can do it constitutionally without this. I have 
not the slightest objection to the election of Dr. Squires, 
but on the con I will vote for him, but we must 
do it constitutionally. 

Dr. Waldo—I move that the matter be referred to a 
committee of three to decide. 

The motion being seconded, was adopted. — 

Dr. Coburn—I now move to correct the minutes y 
inserting that Dr. Biegler, of Rochester, and Dr. N. 
Osborne, of Buffalo, were elected members of the 
society Adopted. 

The minutes as amended were adopted. , 

The Secretary then read the minutes of the semi- 
annual meeting, which were approved. 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 

Dr. Coburn—It is with pleasure that I announce 
the Homeopathic Medical Society of the State of New 
York to be out of debt; it owes no man a dollar, but 
on the contrary, many are due it. Much has been done 
during the year by the society for the advancement of 
Homeopathy, which ones on the expense account. 
The annual report has been issued and compares favor- 
ably with its predecessor. We have been enabled to 
pay our expenses, and pay off the old debts. The re- 
port of receipts and disbursements is as follows: 

Troy, N. Y., Feb. 10, 1880. 
Edward S. Coburn, Treasurer, in account with the 
Homeopathic Medical Society of the State of New 
York. 


Dr. 

To balance in Treasury........+..-++++s0+0+- $ 93 90 
‘** Cash from Certificates of Membership..... 11.00 
“ “ Permanent Membership........ 0 
i “ County Societies........ eae 315 0 
oa “ Sale of Books............... ++ 324.8 

MR. os tiincdn Gphaesaaslecey ods eens $1,088.25 
Cr. 

Me PINAR. o's. wcwenitn nds demtinccdpe’s cdt-00e $ 10.00 
** Stenographer, Albany...........+-++++++++ 22.00 
“* Stenographer, Rochester...............+-+- 26.48 
‘* Recording Secretary’s Salary...........-..- 250.00 
** Weed, Parsons & Co. .........--000--seeeeee 101.50 


“©. Van Benthuysen & Sons, printing vol. r 


ree ie) Serr 38.50 

‘“* Corresponding Secretary’s bill, postage, etc. 3.79 
** Recording Secretary’s bill, postage, printing, 

stationery, Ot6..........0--cccceceseceees 89.09 

** Bills as per vouchers.............-- seeeee> 246.81 

‘* Appropriation to Dr. Hills................- 45.00 

aac ckichodade | Usb sasepes $1,033.17 

Balance in Treasury..... . -..-..+--seeeeeees -08 
Assets due from Permanent Members and 

County Societies. .......... 6.6 cece cece eee $720.00 


Professor Burdick, from the auditing committee, re- 

that they had examined the treasurer’s accounts 

and found them correct, and the report was accepted. 
REPORT OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

Your Corresponding Secretary, in accordance with 
Section Four of the By-Laws, would respectfully lay 
before you in his annual report, the correspondenee 
of his office, in behalf of the society. Your a 
President. in a communication, dated May Ist, 187 > 
directed the Corresponding Secretary to ‘‘ ascertain the 
time and place of meeting of the several State societies, 
to whom we accredit delegates, and then notify the 
chairman (at least) of our delegation and inform him 
that property red credentials for the entire delegation 
will Yorwarded to the officers of the society to which th 
are @ ted.” ‘*See that such credentials are wgaret 


d ” 
Tn corresponding with sister societies, as will be 
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necessary under this request, please tender and write 
reci courtesies an: will.”’ 

I ediately endeavored to carry out the request of 
the president, and as soon as ible ascertain the 
time and place of the meetings of the several societies. 
I found that some of these societies had already held 
their meetings for the year, but so far as possible I 
brought the attention of the different delegations to 
the meetings still to be held, sending them at the same 
time duplicates of credentials forwarded, and inform- 
ing them that a report should be made in any event. 
Iam unable to say what the result of this correspond- 
ence may have been, so far as the delegates were con- 
cerned, for comparatively few ever replied to the letters. 
Ihave yet to learn of a delegate, or perhaps there is 
one, who has attended the meetings of the society to 
which he was accredited. If this is the interest that 
delegates generally take in the performance of this trust, 
I would suggest, that if we are to establish and maintain 
fraternal rations with our sister societies we will have 
to accomplish it in some other way. Is there any use 
in this arrey of names without a result? 

The Homeopathic Medical Society of the State of 
Pennsylvania provides in its by-laws, section nine, 
that ‘‘The Secretary shall solicit an exchange of publi- 
cations with other State societies, and report annually 
their condition and prospects.” Would it not be well 
for us to show ourinterest in our sister societies in this 
way, in place of publishing their names only, with a 
list of delegates who never attend their meetings. In 
corresponding with the officers of the societies to which 
we have accredited delegates, I have received numer- | 
ous letters, expressing good will, and some reports, 
which I will speak of oben referring to the different 
societies. First in the list is our Nationa] Association, 
the American Institute of Homeopathy, whose session 
was held at Lake George, in this State, and was un- 
doubtedly attended by a goodly number of the members 
of this society. The delegation may report to us before 
the session is over, and therefore it will not be neces- 
= for me to say a rd to the session. 

icut Homeeopathic Medical Society. The annual 

meeting of this society was held at Hartford, on the 
third Tuesday in May, and the semi-annual meeting at 
Dr. Foot’s house, Stamford, Conn., on Tuesday, 
October 14th, 18:9. Dr. S. M. Griffin, one of the dele- 
tes, was present and elected an active member, as he 
moved into the State. H.M. Bishop, M. D., of 
Norwich, Conn., is oe Secretary. 
Iinois Homeopatic Medical Association. The twenty- 
fifth annual session of this association was held at 
Freeport, Ill., May 20th and 2Ist. 1879, and from the 
programme and reports should judge that they had an 
interesting and profitable session. The Ogle County 
Medical Society (Allopathic) appointed delegates to 
attend the meeting, who were cordially received. T. 
O. Duncan, M. D., of 133 8. Clark Street, Chicago, is 


Tadians Institute of Hi . The thirteenth an- 
nual session of this society was held at Indianapolis, 
Indiana, on Wednesday and Thursday, April 30th and 
May Ist, 1879. From reports furnished your Secretary, 
I see there were twenty-six physicians present at the 
meeting, among whom I see the names of Prof J. C. 
Sanders, of Cleveland, Ohio, Prof. T. P. Wilson, of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Prof. A.C. Coperthwaite,of the Univer- 
sity of Iowa, and Dr. W. L Breyfogle, of Louisville, 
Ky. The meeting seemed to have been a very interest- 
ing one, with a fair supply of papers on professional 
subjects for consideration. We note, among others, 
those upon the following subjects: ‘‘The Materia 
Medica, Generally and SpecificallyConsidered,” ‘‘Char- 





acteristics or Key Notes,”’ ‘Psychological Treatment of 
Disease.” ‘‘ Alveolar Abscess,” “Therapeutics of | 
Rheumatism,” ‘“‘“Membranous Croup: its Pathology and | 
Treatment,” ‘‘Ten Surgical Cases; Success, Mishaps and 
what they Practically Teach,” ‘Fractures and their | 
Treatment,” ‘‘Hemorr between the Retina and 


Choroid,’’‘-Disease of the Iris,” “Yellow Fever,” “Scarlet 





Fever,” “‘ Swill Milk,’’‘‘Climacteric Congestion,” ‘‘Hys- 
teria,’”’ “The Use of the Forceps,” and ‘‘Ketained 
centa,” which will readily show the range of subjects 
considered by the convention. 

The follo Officers were duly elected: President, 
W.H. Taylor, M D., of Crawfordsville; First Vice- 
President, A. C. Jones, M.D.,Connersville; Second Vice- 
President, CO. 8. Fahenstock, M. D., of Laporte; Secre- 
tary M. T. Runnels, M. D., of Indianapolis; Treasurer, 
J. R. aan, M. D., Indianapolis. 

The hnemann Medical Association of Iowa. The 
tenth annual session of this association was held at 
Cedar Rapids, on May 14th and 15th, 1879. There 
seemed to be about twenty-five physicians present, 
among whom was Prof. T. 8. Hoyne, of Chicago, Ill. 
From the President’s address we learn that Homaop- 
athy was never in a more flourishing condition, 
“as evinced by written statements of physicians in 
answer to questions upon the status of Homeopathy. 
He also spoke of the flourishing condition of the 
Homeopathic Department of the State University. 
The islative Committee urged upon theattention of 
the society the necessity of ‘substantial and accept- 
able islation,” with reference to the *‘ regulation of 
medical practice and to the formation of a Board of 
Health for the State.” Papers on the following sub- 
jects were read and considered by the association, viz. : 
“ Santonine,” ‘Differentiation of Nux Vomica and 
Bryonia,”’ ‘A few Thoughts on the Scientific Relations 
of our Materia Medica,’”’ ‘‘Fragmentary Thoughts on 
Materia Medica,”’ ‘‘Ledum Palustre in Hemorrhagia,” 
** Report of Cases,” ‘‘Report on Diphtheria as it Appear- 
ed in Cedar Rapids in 1878,” ‘Clinical Observations,” 
‘*Hematemesis During Pregnancy,’”’ ‘‘On Talipes,”’ 
**On Fractures,” ‘“‘On the Treatment of Wounds,” 
**On Burns,” ‘‘ Medical Education,” ‘On the Pre- 
ventable Causes of Disease,’’ and ‘‘Granular Oph- 
tbhalmia.’ 

The following Officers were dul y elected: President, 
H. P. Button, fr. D., Iowa City; Vice-President, D. BR. 
Hindman, M. D., Marion; Secretary, E. A. Guilbert, 
= D., Dubuque; Treasurer, W. T. Virgin, M. D., Bur- 
ington. 

‘ansas and Missouri Valley Homeopathic Medical 
Association. The annual meeting of this society was 
held at St. Joseph, Missouri, May 7th and 8th, 1879. 
The meeting was not large, some eighteen or twenty 
members present, as many of the Missouri members 
were compelled to attend the joint meeting of the 
Western Academy of Homeopathy, and Missouri 
Institute,” held at St. Louis at the same time. From 
the partial report of the first day, I should judge the 
meeting was a success. There seemed to be quite a 
discussion over the legality of the change of the name 
of the society, from the ‘“‘Homcopathic Medical So- 
ciety of the State of Kansas,” to the name heretofore 

iven. The society seemed to have been incorporated 

y the Legislature of Kansas. and the question fore- 
most was its compliance with the new medical law. 

The following were duly eleeted Officers: President, 
Dr. V. W. Sunderland; Vice-President, Dr. W. F. Mor- 
= of Leavenworth. Kansas; Secretary, Dr. J - EL 

oseley. of Olathe, Kansas; Treasurer, Dr. Richard 
Huson, of Lawrence. Kansas. The Treasurer-elect, Dr. 
Huson, was an old resident and practitioner of Home- 
opathy at Dundee, in this State, and took part in the 
organization of one of the first Homeopathic Societies 
of the State, the Union Homeopathic Medical Acad- 
emy of the State of New York, which was organized 
and incorporated under general law, October 28th, 
1852, with the Doctor as its first president. 

Maine Homeopathic Medica! Society. The annual ses- 
sion was held at Augusta, Me., on the first Tuesday in 
June, 1879. I have received no ey 

Massachusetts Homeopathic Medical Sociely. The 
annual meeting of this —- was held at Boston, 
April 9th, 1879. No report of the meeting was received. 

Michigan Homaopathic Medical Soci The annual 
meeting was held in the City of Detroit, Michigan, on 
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Tuesday, May 2ist, 1879. There was no report re- 
ceived. 


Minnesota State Homeopathic Institute. The thirteenth 
annual meeting of this society was held at Minneapolis, 
Minn., May 20th and 2ist, 1879. No extended report 
was received. The following officers were elected: 
President, A. E. Higbee, M. D., of Minneapolis; Re- 
cording Secretary, G. H. Howes, M. D., of Hastings; 
Corresponding Secretary, H. C. Leonard, M. D., of 
Henderson. 

Missouri Institute of He y. The annual meeting 
was to have been held at Hannibal, Missouri, on the 
first Wednesday of November, 1879, but we understand 
it was postponed until spring. No report. 

New Hampshire Homoopathic Medical Society. The 
twenty-sixth annual peectng 6 the society was held in 
Concord, N. H., on Wedn y, dune 18th, 1879. No 
report of the meeting has been received. 

‘ew Jersey Homeopathic Medical Society. ‘The annual 
meeting of this society was held in May, 1879, at which 
the following o‘icers were elected: President, W. 8. 
Kimball, M. D., of tatontown; First Vice-President, 
H. H. Hollister, M. D., of Rutherford Park; Second 
Vice-President, W. J. Andrews, M.D., of Newark; 
Third Vice-President, Chas. A. Church, M. D., Passaic; 
Recording Secretary, W. McGeorge, M. D., of 
Woodbury; Corresponding Secretary, E. J. Howe, M. 
D., of Newark; and Treasurer, G. W. Bailey. M. D., of 
Elizabeth. No extended report was received. The 
next meeting will be held at Newark, May 4th, 1880. 

Homeopathic Medical Society of Ohio. The annual 
meeting was held at Cleveland. Ohio, May 13th and 
14th, 1879. No report was received. 

Homeeopathic Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania. 
The fifteenth annual session of this society was held at 
Cresson Springs, Pa., September 2nd and 3rd, 1879. 
The President, Dr. L.H. Willard, of Allegheny City. 
delivered the annual address, which was by request of 
the society, a resumé of improvements in medicine, 
surgery, etc,, during the preceding year. There seem- 
ed to be quite a small attendance, avout twenty-one 
physiciaus. The following papers were read, showing 
the professional subjects considered by the society, viz. : 
‘“‘The Materia Medica; the Present Status and 
Dangers,’ ‘‘Our Materia Medica; How to read it and 
How to Utilize it,” ‘‘ Apisand Podophyllum compared 
in Infantile Diarrhea,” ‘‘ A Case of Uterine Tumor,” 
**Congestive Dysmenorrhea,” “ Rigid Os Uteri as a 
Cause of Tedious Labor,” ‘‘ Fragaria Versa in ia,”’ 
**A Case of Hepatic Abscess, with Operation,’’ “Chronic 
Nasal Catarrb,”’‘‘ Eczema Auris,”’ “‘ Rare Sywpathetic 
Ophthalmia,” Ossification of the Ocular Choroid,” 
“Airin Health and Disease,” “Hypertrophy and Ebur- 
nation of the Femur,” ‘Caries of the Tarsal Bon+s,”’ 
“Principles of Orthopraxy,” ‘Report of the Com- 
mittee on Yellow Fever.”’ and the Necrologist made a 
report on the death of William Harvey Cook, M. D., of 
Carlisle, Pa. The following Officers were elected: 
President, J. K. Lee, M. D., of Philadelphia; First 
Vice-President, H Detwiller, M. D., of Easton; Second 
Vice-President, J. Wesley Allen, M. D., of Altoona; 
Recording Secretary, Z. T. Miller, M.D., of Pittsburgh; 
Corresponding Secretary, R. E. Caruthers, M. D., of 
Allegheny City; Treasurer, J. F. Cooper, M.D., of 
ee wm! City; Necrologist, W. R. Childs, M. D., of 
Pittsburgh; Censors, R. J.McClatchey. M. D., of Phila- 
sieht, Jd.8 Rankin, M. D., of Pittsburgh, and L. 
McClelland, M. D., of Pittsburgh. The society ad- 
journed to meet at Easton, in September, 1880. The 
Corr ding Secretary requested in compliance with 
their By-Laws, “‘ An exchange of publications.’’ 

Rhode Island Hi puthic Society. The meetings of 
this society occur on the Friday evenings nearest the 
first full moon in January, April, July, and October.” 
That in January being the annual meeting, and the 
place of meeting is ‘3 
ordered. No report. Geo. 8. Peck, Jr., M. D., of 
Providence, R. I.. is Secretary. 











, Vermont Homeopathic Medical Society. The twenty-|C. A. Mosher, E. H. Eisenbrey. 


ninth annual meeting of this society was held in the 
State House, Montpelier, Vermont, on Tucsday and 
Wednesday, June 10th and 11th, 1879. No report of 
the meeting was received. 
ic Medical Society of the State of Wisconsin. 
The fifteenth annual meeting of this society was 
held at Oshkosh, Wis., on Wednesday and Thursday, 
June 1lth and 12th, 1879. No report was receiv 
This is in substance what I have received in answer 
to the letters written as directed. I would most re- 
spectfully recommend that we establish and maintain 
fraternal relations with our sister State societies by 
an interchange of transactions, and that it be made 
the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to make from 
the transactions received, a condensed report to be 
presented at the annual meeting of our society. It 
was the universal expression of all the officers of 
sister societies, that such fraternal relations should be 
established and maintained between the societies. 
I judge from what I can learn that other societies do 
not, as we do, appoint delegates to State societies, ex- 
cont in special cases. This plan would do away with 
delegations, which amount to nothing, except, perha 
those to the American Institute —_—a ind the 
State Dental Society, and better accomplish the pur- 


The Corresponding Secretary was also directed by 
the President to ‘correspond as largely as practica- 
ble with leading physicians of our State and e their 
attendance upon our meetings and their contributions 
to our material needs.” 

This I have done to a large extent, and to many of 
the letters have received replies expressing the feelings 
of the writers in regard to our State society. I am 
convinced, from the consideration of these communi- 
cations, and from my contact with members of the pro- 
fession, that if we will but adopt the words of our late 
colleague, the immortal Dunham: ‘‘ Fi eedim of thought 
and liberty of action,” as the attribute of our society, to 
guide its action as an organization, we may look for- 
ward to the future with bright prospects ofa grand 
success in the maintenance and advancement of the 
great fundamental law of nature, for the cure of 
disease, “‘ similia similibus curantur,” and the advance- 
ment of scientific knowledge, by the hearty co-opera- 
tion of a large number of the best educated physicians 
of our — . nr 

espectfully submitted, 
“ A P HOLLETT, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


CREDENTIALS: ‘ 
Dr. Osborne, from the committee on credentials, pre- 
sented the following report: 


Present. Drs. L. M. Pratt, G. H. Billings, H. M.. 
Paine, E. D. Jones, C. E. Jones, J. Savage Delavan, 
Geo. A. Cox, J. W. Cox, C. A. Page M. A. Garrison 
Pomeroy. G. W. Gregory, H. L. Waldo, H. Swits, 8. 
H. Carroll, J. F. M u, Geo. E. Gorham, Titus L. 
Brown, W. H. Fowler. C. Ormes, C. E. Swift, A- B. Rice, 
O. Groom, R. E. Miller, Robert Boocock. W. H. Barnes, 
P. W. Mull, J. S. Phillips, C. P. Cook, Anna C. Howland, 
Asa 8. Couch. A. R. ight, W. B. Kenyon, F. Parke 
Lewis, N. Osborne, W. B. Gifford, 8. 5. Guy, U. F. 
Hein, W. M. L. Fiske, Henry Minton, Samuel! T almage, 
W. E. Warmsley, Alice B. Campbell, E. Hasbrouck, W. 
W. Blackman, Helene 8. Lassen, D.A Gorton, J. L. 
Watson, H. M. Dayfoot, B. P. Andrews. E. C. Barr, 
Geo. B. Palmer, Allen B. Carr, J. A. Biegler, RB. A 
Adams, Alice A Stoddard, J. H. Demarest, Thomas 
Wildes, Alfred K. Hills, T. Franklin Smith, H. Amelia 
Wright, Sarah J White. E Carleton, Jr., Alice H. Bur 
dick, 8. P. Burdick, J.W. Dowling. H 8. Hutchins, C. E. 
Chase, W. H. Watson, W. UC. Doane, J. W. Ostrom, John 
J Mitchell +. H. Talcott, N. k. Paine. O. E. Pratt, C. 


rovidence, unless otherwise | A. Beldin, R. E. Belding. E. 8. Coburn, Wm. Sim 


pson, 
M. L Dowdell, C. G. Clark, S. J. Pearsall, A. ?. Hi-llett, 
J.J. Alleman, D. J. Turner, L. A. Clark, BR. Slocum, 
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Dr. Coburn moved that the report of the committee 
the committee con- 
tinued. Adopted. 


The President—Before proceeding to the next order 
of business, I have the pleasure of introducirg to you 
the S -General of the State of New York, br. Ww: n 
H, Watson, of Utica, who will make a communication. 

e Surgeon General—Mr. President, ladies and 
gentlemen: { am requested by Governor and Mrs. Cor- 
nell to present their compliments to the members of 
this ety, and request the pleasure of their company 
and that of the ladies accompanying them, at the re- 
ception to be given this evening at the Executive Man- 
sion, between 9 and 12 o’clock, 

Dr. Hills—I move that the society accept the invita- 
tion with thanks. Adopted. 

Dr. Jones—I think at this time we ought to give 
some expression of the sense of the society to our 
treasurer. for presenting the report he has. We have 
never, I think, since the organization ot the society, 
had any money in the » and now that we 
have a nee in our favor, I think we should give 
expression to our astonishment and wonder in a com- 
plimentary vote to the treasurer. 

Dr. Minton— I move that the thanks of the society 
be tendered to the treasurer for the admirable manner 
in which he has discharged his duties for the -past two 
years. 

The motion having been seconded, was unanimously 
adopted. 


NOMINATIONS. 

The President announced that the next order of 
business was nominations of officers (chairmen of 
bureaus at the close of each beareau report), delegates 
to other societies, hononary and permanent members 
(the lattery upon recommendation of the respective 
County societies). 

The following nominations for president were then 
made: Drs. 8. H. Talcott, Asa 8. Couch, A. R. Wright, 
©. E. Blumenthal, E. Hasbrouck, J. W. Dowling. 

The President said: I desire to thank Dr. Wright 
for the nomination of myself, but my constitution is 
somewhat broken, my years are advanced, and 
I don’t feel like bearing the honors and emoluments 
of this station for another year; I know I was elected 
by the impulse of the society rather than on its de- 
liberate judgment in selecting the best man, but as I 
was elected to the position, I accepted it as many do 
who have greatness thrust u them. I therefore 
respectfally request that you will confine your attention 
to the other candidates, and not vote for me, and thus 
‘* waste your sweetness on the desert air.” 


The following nominations were then made for First 
Vice-President: Drs. N. R. Seeley, A. P. Hollett, S. H. 
Talcott, and C. Ormes. 

For Second Vice-President: H 

For Third Vice-President: Drs. 
Carr, R. A. Adams. 

For Treasurer: E. 8. Coburn. 

For Recerding Secretary: H. L. Waldo. 
Seana Secretary: C. E. Jones,” A. P. 

t. 


Minton. 
. B. Gifford, A. B. 


CENSORS. 
Northern Disctrict--A. W. Holden, G. W. Little, L. 
A. Clarke. 


Southern District—W. M. L. Fisk, J. H. Demarest, 
8. H. Talcott. 
Middle District—C. E. Swift, M. O. Terry, G. B. 


mer. 
Western District—W. B. Kenyon, A. B. Carr. 


Drs. J. P. Dake, Nashville, Tenn., W. L. re a 
ot Louisville, Ky.,Samuel Potter, Milwaukee, F.D. . 


kee, San Francisco, John O. Bu Surgeon-General 
of the State of Rhode Island, J. H. , Surgeon - 
General of the State of New Hampshire. 








PERMANENT MEMBERS. 

The Secre read the following nominees fi-r per- 
manent mem ip received from the County 
societies, to be elected at the Annual Meeting, Feb., 1881. 
FIRST DISTRICT. 

Wm. Hanford White, M. D., Joseph Finch, M. D. 
SECOND DISTRICT. 

William M. Butler, M. D. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

J. J. Peckham, M. D., Jacob 8. Phillips, M. D. 
SIXTH DISTRICT. 


Isaac Miller, M. D. 
SEVENTH DISTRICT. 
E. W. Bryan, M. D., B. F. Williamson, M. D., H. M. 
Dayfoot, M. D. 
EIGHTH DISTRICT. 
F = Lewis, M. D., A. B. Rice, M. D., A. J. Evans, 


ELECTION OF PERMANENT MEMBERS. 

On motiou the Secretary was instructed to cast the 
ballot of the society for the election of the follow- 
ing permanent members, and they were declared duly 

ected: 


el $ 
lst Dist.—Warren Freeman, M.D., Wm. Scherzer, 


M. D, 

2d. Dist. —8S. E. Stiles, M. D., John J. Mitchell, M. D. 

3a * —Wm.H. Van Derzee, M. D., Catherine E. 
Goewey, M. D. 

5th Dist. —N. H. Haviland, M. D. 

Dr. Talcott moved that the Secretary cast the ballot 
of the society for the election of honorary members, 
which having been done, the following were declared 
elected: Edward A. Guilbert, M. D., Henry N. Guern- 
sey, M. D. 

REPORT OF A COMMITTEE.% 

The next business was to receive the report of a 
commitiee consistiug of Drs. Jones and Holden, 

Dr. Jones said: I was not aware until I suw my 
name on the order of business that I was chairman of 
the committee. I supposed it was Dr. Holden, but as 
Dr. Holden could not be here I will try and makea 
report. The committee appvinted to examine into the 
case of Dr. Bennett and his alleged irregularities in 
not paying some wWoneys over that belonged to the 
society, find he is entirely exonerated from any 
such charges, and that the charges brought against 
bim were frivolous and there was no truth in them at 
all, Therefore we recommend that he he placed in the 
same position he occupied before the charges were = 
ferred. His name was proposed for honorary mem ber- 
ship at the last meeting, and these charges were brought 
up to prevent his nomination. While I would excul- 
pate the doctor from any charges against him by the 
society of which he was a member, I am, for one, op- 

to making honorary members so indiscriminate- 
y- I don’t think that because a permanent member 
of this society leaves the State and goes to some other 
State he should be nominated to honorary member- 
ship, for if there is any honor in it which is to be val- 
— the person receiving it should have some other 
recommendation than simply being an M D., or a per- 
manent member of this society. He should have 
made some advancement in medical science and have 
benefited the profession in some way. Therefore, with 
these views, 1 would not recommend Dr. Bennett for 
honorary pea 

Dr. Coburn moved that the report be accepted and 
the committee discharged. Adopted. 

The president announced that the next order of 
business was action upon the proposed changes in 
Article VI. of the Cunstitution, notice of which was 
ren at the annual meeting in February, 1879; John 





Mitchell, M. D., prope to change the time of the 
annual meeting to t third Tucaday September, and 
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H. M. Paine, M. D., proposing tu change the time to| along which were lected, and it was found impossi- 
the first Tuesday ble to attend to a matters, At last the society was 


y in ; 

Dr. Fiske moved that the time be fixed as the third 
Tuesday in September, as at that time physicians had 
their lightest work, and were not liable to be storm 
bound. He had been talking with a number of physi- 
cians in _— to the change and it struck so many 
favorably that he would move its adoption. 

Dr. Hasbrouck—I second the motion, 

Dr. Talcott—I think there are some objections to 
the proposition of Dr. Fiske. It seems to me the most 
appropriate time for holding the annual meeting is the 
time we now hold it, and the place in Albany, for the 
reason it is the time of the year we can meet the Legis- 
lature of the State and can perhaps influence legisla- 
tion in favor of homeopathy. There will be health bills 
brought up from year to year,and other matters of 
interest to the society which should be attended to. 
You can’t get along withont attending to political influ- 
ences in a society of this kind. Therefore I think this 
time is better than the summer. If we had a business 
meeting in the fall of the year it would interfere with 
the pleasure of the semi annual meeting. 

Dr. Coburn—I give notice of an amendment to the 
constitution for a change of the time of meeting until 
the first Tuesday in March. 

Dr. Jones—I am opposed to that amendment. The 
State society of the old school changed their time of 
meeting to an earlier date, I think it was in June, so 
as to hav« it in a pleasant time of the year. They held 
their meeting at that time for one or two years, but 
they found it would not work and they changed back 
again to the first Tuesday in February as being better, 
and accommodated them better for legislative matters; 
if there is anything to be,brought before the Legislature 
they have opportunity at that time to go betore the 
committees they wish to influence. Now there isa 
bill before the legislature for the establishment of a 
board of health. That committee meets to-morrow, 
and they have had two or three meetings already. At 
the meeting last Wednesday the allopathic society 
had a hearing before them. We prevailed upon the 
committee to adjourn the case until to-morrow at 3 
o'clock, so that a committee from this society could go 
before them and present our views in regard to the 
board of health. If our society meets in the spring or 
September, or at any other time except when the legie 
lature is in session, we shall lose a great deal. e 
shall lose an opportunity to go before committees that 
we may be interested in, and you cannot get a com- 
mittee to leave their homes for the purpose of going 
before a committee of the Legislature, and we have 
also the executive here, and if you are here you can 
get things, otherwise we might not. 

Dr. Talmage—If it is proper I would amend Dr. 
Fiske’s motion by suggesting the first Tuesday in Feb. 


ruary. 

Dn Jones—That will be the same time the allopathic 
society meets, and would be very inconvenient to get 
rooms. 

Dr. Talmage—Then make it the same as it is now, 
the second Tuesday. 

The President—The chair is a little in doubt as to 
whether it is proper to accept amendments or not. My 

rivate impression is that the society has the matter in its 
cade and an amendment would bein order. I would 
like to have the opinion of the society on it, in order 
not to establish an unfortunate precedent. 

Dr. Doane--I was going to remark that, in my judg- 
ment, if you change the time of the meeting of our 
society, we will all regret it. We had a little experi- 
ence of this kind in Pennsylvania during my residence 
there, and when important matters came up in the 
Legislature of the State, connected directly or indi- 
rectly with the homeopathic profession, committees 
were appointed by the society on matters of legislation 
who never attended ; and year after year things ran 


compelled to hold their yearly meetings at the city of 
Harrisburg. I think every member of the society will 
regret the change, and it will the society so far 
as legislative matters are concern 

Dr. Guy—I believe the president’s impression was 
correct in regard to amending. So long as notice has 
been given, you can amend it any way you poe 

Dr. Wildes—I shall oppose the change. Two 
ago the whole matter came up on the change of time. 
The whole question was discussed pro and con, and 
by a large society vote it was decided not to change it. 
It was decided it was not in the interest of the society 
tochange it. It was decided that if a sufficient num- 
ber of members found it convenient to attend, it was 
not necessary to change it, and, if we did change it, 
others would not come, As to changing it to the fall, 
a great many physicians are away during the summer, 
and will have scarcely settled back into harness when 
they are called away again to attend a meeting of the 
society, which is the business meeting, and a matter of 
importance, not of pleasure, Then again it will not 
come at the time the Legislature is in session, and, as 
Dr. Jones and others have said, it is important that we 
should be in Albany and present such matters as we 
may think advisable to the Legislature. As to chang- 
ing it to the first Tuesday in February, the Old School 
Medical Society holds its annual meeting then, and 
the Grand Chapter of Masons hold their meeting in 
Albany, and Albany is too full of scientific and intelli- 
gent men, and there is very litile room for us homeo- 
paths. [Laughter.] We want our colors to shine out. 

Dr. Mitchell—I presented the propo-ed amendment 
at the request of many valuable members who reside 
West, and have given me sad accounts of being snow- 
bound. Then again, others who live io New York, 
with the colleges in session, find it almost impossible 
to present themselves here. I fully agree with the re- 
marks of the gentleman who spoke o/ the Legislature 
being io session. Of course this business meeting of 
ours is at a time when we should watch legislation, 
but if we met in the autumn our work could be laid 
out and committees appointed, and it could be at- 
tended to as well as Le us. So far as my personal 
convenience is concerned, this is not the best time, and 
I think the other practitioners would agree with me 
yet I propose to come in spite of that ; but if we could 
have it in the fall we would have more present than 
we have now, as we would not have to contend with 
the press of business and difficulty of “getting here. 
Those were the two things that suggested the amend- 
ment to me, 

Dr. Groom—lI merely wish to.say I concur with the 
remarks of Dr. Doane in this matier, It seems to me 
he has given you the correct solution of the matter. 
To have two sessions so close together will be entirely 
out of place, and there are more influences to irduce 
members to come to this society meeting at this season 
of the year than at any other season I can think of. 
Certainly, I think it will be a detriment to the societ 
to change it, and therefore I am in favor of keeping it 
as it is. 

Dr. Wright—I simply wish to speak of the matter of 
legislation urged ir favor of the time of meeting. I 
believe T am one of the oldest members of the society, 
and I cannot remember more than one occasion when 
we had a committee to meet a committee of the Legis- 
lature in session. We have depended on the commit- 
tee on legislation, selected for its competency, and, as 
I remember, that committee bas had very lively cor- 
respondence with members all over the State in regard 
to matters affecting our interests. They Lave con- 
ducted the business with a great deal of intelligence ; 
it has proved very satisfactory, and the society has 
done very little at its annual meetings in regard to 





legislation. Therefore that argument falls to the 
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ground, and we can just as well have a ——— the 
‘all, when we can enjoy it, and can do all our ness 
in three days. 

Dr. Lengo: go ye it is proper I would move that in 
the sense of the society it is not desirable to change 
the time of the annual meeting. 

Dr. Swift—It strikes me gentlemen don’t understand 
what this meeting is. As I understand, it is the legal 
meeting. We meet here for business in a legal way. 
Weare a legal society, an organized society by dele- 
gations from each nr: and we have an object in 
view. What is that? That our standing in the State 
may be known ; that we may have our rights as citi- 
zens of the State ; and it strikes me to change the time 
of meeting from the winter to the summer would be 
erroneous. We are now in session, and the Legisla- 
ture is in session. Here is an important bill coming 
up, and the chairman of the committee to which it is 
referred is Senator Williams. We want to get access 
to the Governor and to the chairman of that commit- 
tee. How will we doit? While we are in session it 
is the easiest thing in the world to appoint a commit- 
tee, who could go there in a few hours and see them. 
If the meeting was changed to the summer we could 
not get the information in six weeks that we can now 

t in half an hour. Another thing is, you meet for 

usiness, and have members from different parts of the 
State, who have influence with members of the Legis- 
lature, and a word from one of those tlemen to the 
member he is acquainted with will have more influ- 
ence than a committee would have in six months. I 
know Senator Woodin and Governor Cornell, and 
they are both good homeeopaths, and you can get at 
them now and rely on them as friends. 

Dr, Hasbrouck—I was going to ask a single question 
that may help the society mn deciding this matter. 
Does the law require that the annual meeting of the 
society shall be held in Albany? 

Dr. Paine--The law requires that the first meeting 
shall be held in Albany, and after that the society can 
fix the time and place itself, 

The motion of Dr. Fisk was then put, and lost, only 
four members voting for it. 

The president then put the question on the amend- 
ment proposed by Dr. Paine, on which Dr. Paine re- 
quested to be allowed to withdraw the amendment, 
and was permitted to do so. 

SEMI-ANNUAL MEBTING. 

The secretary read the following communication 

from the Kings County Homeopathic Medical Society : 


BRooxk.yn, Feb. 7, 1880. 
“eer Medical Society of the State of New 
ork : 


At the last regular meeting of the Homeopathic 
Medical Society of the County of Kings the following 
resolution was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Homeopathic Medical Society of 
the State of New York be invited to hold its semi- 
annual meeting in Kings County during September 
next. 

The place and date of meeting to be decided by a 
committee of this society. 

By order of the society. 

W. W. Buackman, Ree. See’y. 


Dr. Hasbrouck.—I move the acceptance of the in 
vitation, and in doing so I wish to explain the ambig- 
uous way in which it is written.’ The society is in- 
vited to meet in Kings County. At the last meeting 
quite a number of eco expressed a wish to come 
to Coney Island. e may not, possibly, have the 
meeting at Coney Island, but we can have the meetin 
in Brooklyn and take you to Coney Island. We wil 
let the secretary know in ample time to inform the 
society of the arrangements made for holding the 
maetiog 

The invitation was then unanimously accepted. 





PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BY-LAWS. 


me, — announced that the a order of 
ness was action upon proposed cha n the by- 
laws recommended by the executive beond. bad 

Dr. Waldo, secretary, read the report, as follows: 

1st. That Section VIII. of the by-laws be entitled 
“ Bureaus and Committees.” 

2d. That the bureaus of Medical Education and 
Societies and Institutions be discontinued. 

8d. That a Committee on Medical Education and a 
Committee on Societies and Institutions be annually 
— in the same manner as bureaus are ap- 
pointed. 

4th. That the clause relating to the appointment of 
bureaus be amended so as to read as follows: “ Bach 
of these bureaus shall consist of as many members as 
the president of the society shal] see fit to appoint— 
not less than three—who, with the exception of the 
chairman, shall be appointed annually by the presi- 
dent, with the advice of the other members of the 
executive board. 

5th. That Section XV. of the by-laws be amended 
so that a vote of two-thirds of the members present 
shall be necessary to amend them. 

On motion, the proposed changes were taken up 
seriatim. The first three recommendations were then 
putand adopted. Dr. Jones moved the adoption of 
the amendment relative to the appointment of bureaus. 

The President—I should recommend the society to 

0 a little carefully on that amendment, for the reason 
it makes it necessary for the president, in filling the 
bureaus, to correspond or have some arrangement with 
every member of the executive board. No man should 
be appointed to the position of president unless he is 
able to fill the appointments of the bureaus. 

Dr. Wildes.—There will come a time when a presi- 
dent will be elected who is in every respect a capable 
mada, but, in consequence of non-familiarity with the 
different gentlemen, will find himself in a fog unless he 
ote mcaaarn with the other members of the executive 

yard. 

The .President.—If the president elected were as 
able as Dr. Wildes suggests, he would not proceed to 
fill the bureaus without consultation with some one. 

Dr. Paine —Why cannot that be changed so that the 
head of a bureau can select his own associates? It 
seems to me that will be iy dons wy and I do not see 
that any harm will come from it. We appoint the 
chairmen of the bureaus, and let those gentlemen select 
their own associates. 

Dr. Waldo.—A year ago, when elected secretary, I 
wrote to the chairmen of bureaus, and the names of 
several different a were suggested by different 
chairmen, I recollect that the same physician was 
selected for several different bureaus, and it seems to 
me it will be better to have one person make the 
appointments, 

he Surgeon-General, Dr. Watson.—It seems to me 
the president will be the best man, because he will 
from his position, look over the whole State, and make 
the best appointments for each bureau without any 
conflict of that kind. 

‘fhe proposed amendment was, then put and lost, 
and the remainder 01 ‘the report was adopted. 


BUREAU OF MEDICAL SOCIETIES AND INSTITUTIONS, 
The next order of business was to receive the report 
of the Bureau of Medical Societies and Instiiutions. 
Dr. Hills, chairman of the bureau, said, in order to 
give the scciety the best idea of the condition of the 
institutions, he would ca]] on gentlemen to speak of 
them. With regard to the Albany Homeopathic 
Hospital and City Dispensary, he would call on Dr 
H. M. Paine to state its condition. ' 
Dr. H. M. Paine said: 1 really am not prepared to 
present any report of our hospital. Dr. Cox has served 
as chairman of the executive committee during the 
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t year, an: is better prepared to give statistics than | There is al-oadispen~ary in Gates Avenue which treat 
py can say the hospital is in a verv flourishing cou- | a geod many. I want to say one word for the Middle- 
dition. It is out of debt, and Curing the past year it| town Asylum. 1 have had three patients under Dr. 
has bad a larger number of patients than in former , Talcott’s care, and every one of the them spoke in the 
years, and a larger amount of money has been con-| highest terms of the care, kindness, treatment, food, 






tributed for its support than in any previous year. It 
is in a very favorable condition, About 8,000 


are treated annually at the dispensary. 


Dr. Osborn was then called upon, and said: I woul! | 
say the institutions of Buffalo are booming. We bave | 
quite a number of institutions. The hospital is not | 
out of debt, but is competent to hold about thirty-five | 


or forty patients, and we manage to keep it full most 
of the time. We have also a general dispensary, that 
is very well attended by quite a number of paticuts, 
who visit it daily. We also have an eye and ear dis- 
nsary, under the charge of Dr. F. Park Lewis, which 
E doing a good business. We have also a hospital 
for fallen women, which is in a prosperous condition. 
Professor Burdick was then called upon, and said : 
It affords me a great deal of pleasure to state that the 
Hahnemann Hospital of the City of New York is in a 
flourishing condition. Its new and elegant building 
comprises the main building of the hospital, is complete, 
and its wards and beds are filled with patients. This 
institution is doing 8 good work both for the sick and 
for the profession. It gives me pleasure also to men- 





tion in connection with the Homeopgthic College, 
that this institution is also in a flourishing condition. | 
We have an excellent class, and our standard we have | 
endeavored to place high, requiring three full courses, | 
and a graduating course, and our examinations at the | 
close ot the terms are most rigid. This has probebly 

done us some harm, and has probably frightened some | 
of the timid away from us, but we hope it will give the 

community physicians who are worthy of the title. 

Dr. Talcott was then called on, and said: The insti- 
tution of which | have charge, the State Homeopathic 
Asylum for the Insane, is an institution which some 
of the members have visited. Some of you will prob- 
ably remember our holding the semi-annual meeting | 
there a year ago last fall. Since that time the work of 
building up the institution, filling it up with patients, 
improving the grounds and improving the interna) ap- 
pearance of the building has been pushed steadily 
forward. Last winter we came to Albany and ‘secured | 
an appropriation of $75,000 for the erection of a new | 
pavilion. We expect to ask for $75,000 this winter, 
and with that expect to do the rest of the work in that 
direction. The institution has been on a paying basis 
for three years ; that is, the receipts from patients cover 
running expenses; our debts are paid, and we had a| 
balance at the last quarterly repert of $24,000. Our 
percentage of recoveries has been from 40 to 46 per 
cent., our death rate from 494 to7 percent. The last 
report which I forwarded ffom Dr. Ordronoux, the 
State Commissioner in Lunacy, showed that trom No.- | 
vember, 1878, to November, 1879, our death rate was 
4-94 per hundred, I don’t know that there is anything 
more to explain. The farm and grounds have been 
improved, and a greenhouse put up, making the gcn- 
eral appearance mucb more attractive than it was when 
the society was there in the fall of 1878, 

Dr. Willis was then called on, and said: I did not 
expect I should be called upon to represent the Brook- 
lyn Hospital, but I will say we arein a very flourishing 
condition. We shall soon have our sixth anniversary. 
We can accommodate about 60 patients, and are gen- 
erally full. We have also recently been enabled to 
pay off our debt of $17,000, and are now free from 
debt. We have connected with the institution a dis- 
pensary, which treats about 12,000 different patients a 





ear 
4 De Fiske was then ealled upon, and said : We have 
in the eastern district of Brooklyn a homeopathic 
dispensary, the handsomest building io Brooklyn, and 





treat from eleven to thirteen thousand annually there. 





and skill brought to bear upon them. I want the 
State Society to appreciate that. 

Dr. Talmage on being called upon said: Last year 
I was ap ointed to represent the Gates Avenue institu- 
tion in this society. I bave acted as house physician 
for the Gates Avenue Homeopathic Institution for ten 
years; ii has been in operaion for the last thirteen 
years, but now, wishing to devote my whole time to my 
private »ractice, during the last month I resigned from 
my portion and other partics have been appointed. 
That insti‘ution has been going on quietly doing good 
work, and is out of debt, and bas $2,000 in its treasury 
at the present time, I would also state that I am con- 
sulting pl. ysician of the Brooklyn Nursery, which 1s a 
homeop: thic institution. It is attended by homco- 
pathic physicians and accommodates about orty babes 
under three years old. It is managed by ladies, and 
they say itis ina very fiourishing condition. They 
are not in debt, but have a property that was leased to 
them Jasi year, and are ep | arrangements for erect- 
ing a large addition to the building. They have a 
small sum on hand, and a strong effort is being made 
to raise more money. 

Dr. A. B. Carr, of Rochester, was then called on, and 
said: There is only one institution at Rochester, which 
is the Homeopathic Free Hospital. I have not been 
at any of the meetings since two Pp eoy ago, but it is 
still » rogressing, doing its work, and bas entirely super- 
seded the allopathic dispensary there. 

D1. Hills said: The committee would remark in rela- 
tion to the Ward’s Island Hospital that it hus continued 
its work about the same as previously reported. The 
number of patients is about the same, and continues as 
in the first years of our existence. The death rate has 
increased in cons« quence of the large number of cases 
of phthisis sent to us. A great number of deaths 
come from that dread disease, pbthisis. Some recover 
sufficiently to go out and attend to their business, but 
in many Cases they return to us to die. The present 
chief ot staff is Dr. Webb, who succeeded Dr. Holden. 
He promised to send a complete report of the hospital 
this year, but I have failed to receive it. The New 
York Ophthalmic Hospital is still increasing in the 
attendance of patients, as perhaps many of you have 
seen from the reports in the journals. The dispensaries, 
I think all of them, in existence one yedr ago, still 
continue to exist, and the Western Homeopathic Dis- 
pensary has recently os a site on the corner of 
Seventh Avenue and Thirty-eighth St. for $11,000, and 
are so changing it that they will have facilities for the 
treatment of various diseases. I think they also in- 
tend to have a hospital for children in the upper story 
some time during the present year. The other dispen- 
suries, so far as [ know, althoughI have no wriiten 
report, are in a satisfactory condition. 

A Member—I would like to mention another insti- 
tution which has failed to be heard from, the Brooklyn 
Maternity, which has been in existence twelve or fifteen 
years. They are doing a good and trustworthy work, 
and although pecuniarly embarrassed, they hope to 
come out from under the cloud. 

Dr. Wildes moved that the report be accepted, and 
that Dr. Alfred K. Hills be now elected as chairman 
of the Bureau of Medical Societies and Institutions for 
the ensuing year. Adopted. 


REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST. 


Dr. Waldo, secretary, read the report of the necrolo- 
gist, as follows: 


The undersigned regrets to report to the State Soci- 
ety that intelligence of the death of the following 
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homeopathic physicians of this State has been received 
since last report : 
L. D. Hand, M.D...........- . Binghamton. 
I. M. Cadmus, M.D.... -. Waverly. 
H. Beakley, M.D...... aleGone ove Peekskill. 
L. B. Waldo, MLD............. . West Troy. 
E. B. Squire, M.D............- é b 
D. D. Smith, M.D.............- lyn. 
E. A. Munger, M.D.... .......Waterville. 
Emma Seott-Wright, M.D......New York. 
Franklin Bgelow, M.D. ....... 
H. V. Miller, M.D. ............- 
Lafavette Bushnell, M D........New York. 
W. Doolittle, M.D............. 7 


Brief memorial notices of these, our late Jamented 
colleagues, will appear in the official transactions. 
Henry D. Parnes 
Dr. Jones moved that the report be accepted. 
Adopted. 
Dr. Coburn moved that Dr. H, D. Paine be contin- 
ued as necrologist of the society. Adopted. 


MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS, 


The president read the following telegram from the 
Connecticut Homeopathic Medical Society. 

H. L. Waupo, M.D., Recording Secretary : 

Regret my inability to be with you. Present the 
compliments of the Connecticut Homeopathic Medi- 
cal Society to the New York State Homeeupathic Med- 
ical Society. Wir D. ANDERSON, 

Pres’t Conn. Hom. Med. Society. 


Dr. Alfred K. Hills moved that the secretary send a 
suitable answer to the telegram. Adopted. 

Dr. Guy—I have an unfortunate matter to bring 
before the society, which I regret exceedingly. The 
Kings County Homeopathic Medical Bociety have 
seen fit, for various reasons, to expel me from that 
society during the past year. I have an application to 
this society for a hearing under the law of the State, 
and I ask the president to receive my appeal irom the 
County Society for investigation. have a written 
appeal, which I present to the society without com- 
ment, and ask, if a committee is appointed, it be 
handed to that committee to examine. 

Dr. Jones—With all due deference to Dr. Guy—ané 


I know notbing about the merits of this case—I am ' 


opposed to bringing personal grievances between soci- 
eties to the notice of the State Society. That is not 
the object of our seciety. The State Society is for the 
pu of legislating, and not + grievances be- 
tween individuals and societies. I do this not with 
reference to Dr. Guy, but two years Dr. Car- 
michael brought up a grievance in relation to the col- 
leges, and we had to renew it again last year by an 
answer from Professor Dowling. It is not pleasant, 
and we should leave the local societies to settle their 
own grievances, 

Dr. Guy—I simply wish to say that the law gives me 
the right I claim. 

Dr. Wilies—I know —— whatever of the merits 
of the controversy, and notn og whatever of the cir- 
cumstances connected with it. I do know a precedent 
was established here by which we gave a hearing toa 
gentleman on the floor, and we ought to give it to the 
gentleman who makes the application. If the law 
stands as it is read, we owe it to him. 

Dr. Talcott—I move that the matter of Dr. Guy be 
referred to a committee of three, to report to the soci- 
ety at some future time, Adopted. 

The president appointed as such committee Drs. 
8. H. Talcott, R. A- Adams, and C, Ormes. 

Adjourned until 2 P. M. 





GLonoine .—This remedy has been found of marked 


oe —_—_——_— 


_—E=————== 


OBITUARY. 


Dr. Lypra A. Crarr. Resolutions of the Kings 
County Homeopathic Medical Society : 

, That while we accept this mysterious 
ordering of a Divine Providence as being beyond our 
finite comprehension, who, in the taking from us while 
yet in mid-life our late friend and associate, Dr. Lydia 
A. Craft, has seemed to shorten a useful and active 
life, we can but feel grateful for the many virtues pos- 

the deceased, and that beauty of character 
which will forever surround ber name and memory 
with a halo of brightness and reverence. Also, 

. That we extend to the members of the fam- 
ily of our departed associate our ~~ condolence and 
sympathy, and that a copy of this expression of our 
esteem and regard for our late worthy member be for- 
warded to them. 

Woopyatr.—It is with dee 
nounce the death of Dr. W. H. 
of dipbtheria. 

AutiEeN.—Paul W. Allen, professor of the theory 
and practice of medicine in the United States Medical 
College, in this city, died, Jan. 10, of fatty degenera- 
tion of the heart and congestion of the lungs. Prof. 
Allen was a careful student, a successful —— 
and an able and popular teacher. He did more than 
any other man to ascertain the action of Veratrum 
viride, now considered one of the most valuable reme- 
dies in our repertory. His published addresses on scien- 
tific subjects were exceedingly able, and entitled him 
to the respect and esteem of men of all schools. 





regret that we an- 
oodyatt, in Chicago, 





MEDICAL ITEMS AND NEWS. 


THE BEST MODE OF TREATING CANOER. 


Eps. Trmes:—Having declined to remove with the 
knife three suspected cancerous tumors during the past 
eighteen montbs, on the ground that, in the light of 
surgical experience this operation destroys the last 
hope of the victims of true cancer; and having secn 
the teachings of Prof. Willard Parker, Prof. Gross, and 
many others, confirmed by the results in these three 
cases which were removed by three allopathic sur- 
geons, one of the cases dying in a month, the other 
two, after the added torture of a second operation, 
followed in one case by painful caustic applications, 
proving fatal in six and eight months, I desire to sub- 
mit to surgeons of our school and to specialists the 
question as to the very latest and best teachings in their 
respective fields of observation. A. P. 1 HROoP. 











Psaiecmasia Dotens.—The origin of this disease 
in lying-in women can mostly be accounted for by 
processes springing up in herown system. The bloed 
of the recently delivered woman is in a state highly 
rone to coagulate. It will coagulate when invaded 
y effete materials or septic matter in undue propor- 
tion to the excretory power of the system. Such un- 
due proportion will accumulate when the free action 
of the great excretory system, the breast, lungs, liver, 
kidneys, skin, and mucous membrane of the intestines, 
is greatly impaired by chronic antecedent imperfec- 
tions, or is suddenly checked under the influence of 
cold, emotion, or other form of shock. To anticipate 
these causes, to prepare and jo keep the glandular 
system in good w»rking order, to prevent the accumu- 
lation of poisonous matter in the blood, is the obvious 
indication--one which we ought to be able in most 
instances to carry out. The theories or Lge 
of thrombosis arising under conditious other than 
uerperal must be in ha:mony with what is observed 





benefit in relieving the paroxysms in angina pectoris. 





in puerperal thrombosis. 
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POISONING BY STRAMONIUM. 

Cases of opium-poisoning successfully treated by 
hypodermic injection of Atropine have been reported 
recently by Dr. J. Milner Fothergill in Zhe Lancet and 
elsewhere, which showed in a striking manner the 
strongly marked antagonism existing between these 
two drugs. 

1 do not recollect having met with any recorded 
cases tending to prove that antagonism conversely; 
but a case of Stramonium poisoning which I met with 
recenily comes very near doing so, since the toxic 
properties of that drug are so nearly identified with 
those of Belladonna. 

The patient, a girl of twelve years, suffered from asth- 
ma, and had for sometime smoked stramonium leaves 
for the relief of the paroxysms. Her mother, wishing 
to give the girl a dose of pinkroot, Spigelia marilandica 
(a common domestic remedy here for lumbrici), took, 
by mistake, the paper containing the Stramonium 
(from which the gummed label had fallen off), and 
taking “a large pinch” of the leaves, certainly not 


less than two scruples, boiled in about four ounces of| 


water, and gave the whole of the decoction at a dose. 
No alarm was taken for fully six hours, when the 
mother found the girl lying on her bed insensible. I 
saw her soon after, with widely dilated pupils, insen- 
sible to strong light, cold extremities, feeble pulse, 
shallow respiration, evidently seriously poisoned. I in- 
jected at once one-third of a grain of morphia into the 
arm, ordered hot bottles to the feet and axille, and hot 
brandy-and-water as soon as she could swallow., It 
was too late for emetics, even if she could be made to 
take them. In about three hours I saw her again,and find- 
ing the pupils still widely dilated, and other symptoms 
as before, except that there was some return warmth in 
the skin, I injected another third of a grain of morphia. 
About four hours atier I was sent for in great haste, 
the girl being said to be dying. I found her qnite 
warm, pulse better, pupils nearly contracted to normal, 
but the respirations had fallen to only four per mivute. 
The patient would draw a slow, deep breath, and then 


the chest would remain absolutely motionless for a) 


quarter of a minnte; then another deep breath, and so 
on. Query: Was this extreme slowness of the breaihing 
owing to the first poisor or the last? At any rate, it 


soon passed off, and the patient recovered perfectly in| 


a day or two. f 
It is difficult io avoid the conclusion that the girl’s 


life was saved by the morphia injections, which, too, 
left no ill effects of their own, notwithstanding the 
largeness of the dose exhibited —J. How ey, in Lon- 
don Lancet, Feb. 1880. 


Sprctattries of practice are one thing, and in the 
main, we think, undesirable; specialty in study is quite 
another matter.—London Lancet. 

CaxnaBts Inpica has been used in epilepsy by Dr. 
Sinkler, of Philadelphia, in doses of one-sixth grain, 
three times a day. 

Prrouicngous Acip. — We have relieved several 


forms of acute hemorrhoids by the application of an 
ointment of this drug; also pruritus ani, by pencilinz 


the parts with a mixture composed of equal parts of 


the acid, water, and Glycerine, vight and morning. 
New York, February 20, 1880, 


| 
The position of Regident Physician of the Halne- 
mano Hospital in this city will be vacant July 1st. | 


There will be a competitive examination for the posi- 
tion early in June. r 
lodging, and washing ; also thirty doilars per month. 


Applicants may address John H. Thompson, M. D., 
Secretary of Medical Board, 36 East Thirtieth Street, 


New York. 


The doctor will receive his board, 


— ————— 


DovusL_e Uterus, with DouBLE CoNncEPTION.— 
Tir. Sotschawa, of Moscow, reports, in the St. Peters- 
burg Med. Woch., Jan., 1879, the case of a woman, 
aged 26 years, who called him on account of a hemor- 
rhage occurring during a third pregnancy. On exam- 
ination he found two distinct vaginas, each one ter- 
minating in a uterus. The Sager gone readily 
through the first of these, and he found an ovum pre- 
senting; the uterus seeme to correspond to about the 
second month of conception. The vagina of the other 
side (right) was narrower, but the neck could be 
reached, and appeared to belong to a uterus of three 
months. The hemorrhage had its source in beth 
uteri, and in consequence was considerable; an em- 
bryo of one month was extracted with the finger from 
the left uterus, and three days later a foetus of three 
months was extracted’ from right uterus, The author 
observes that this case is not only remaikable for its 
| rarity (only thirty cases being on record) but also be- 
| cause it is a proot of the possibility of superfcetation.— 
| Gazet e Obstetricale, Sept. 5, 1879. 


VASELINE.—The Chesebrough Manufacturing Com- 
pany are constantly finding new uses for their pro- 
iducts, The Vaseline wherever known is almost a 
honsehold necessity. Recently the proprietors have 
utilized it in preparing several of the standard oint- 
ments and cerates of the U. 8. P. As thus prepared 
they never beccme rancid. They are rapidly coming 
into public favor. We note with especial favor the 
ointments of Nit. Silver and Ind. of Iron, as, not ex- 
posed to the sunlight, they will keep for any length of 
time. We perceive they have prepared a new burning 
oil, “ Luxor Oil,” which yields a beautiful-light, and is 
absolutely free from danger and unpleasant smell, and 
is furnished at a low price. 


Tue “Highland Medical Institute” of Newburgh- 
on-Hudson, has passed into the haads of our esteemed 
colleagues, Drs. Jobn J. and Geo. B. I. Mitchell. We 
can conscientiously commend this institution to such 
as require the best of home comforts, together with 
skillful and honorable treatment. 


Pror. T. P. Wrison, of Pulte Medical College, 
Cincinnati, has been anpointed to the chair of Theory 
jand Practice in the University of Michigan, and Dr. 
G. C. MeDermott, of Milwaukee, succeeds to the 
vacancy in Pulte. 


CANDIDATES for vacancies on the House Staff Hom- 
copathic Hospital, W. 1, tor October 1st, 1880, will 
please send their namesto Alfred K. Hills, M. D., Sec 
retary Medical Board, 33 W. Twenty-third St., N. Y. 


Report of the Brooklyn Homeopathic Hospital 
Dispensary for month ending January 31, 1880: Pre- 
scriptions, 2,068; new patients, 920; average dai‘y, 
80 ; largest, 121. T. D. Koons, M. D. 

THE spring session of six weeks of the N. Y. Hum. 
Medical College will commence March 9th, 1880, and 
“ will be adapted to the wants of advanced siudents anf 
graduates of medicice,” 


N. Y. Opwrnatmic Hosprtrau.--Month ending Feb- 
ruary 30, 1880: Prescriptions, 3,508; new patients, 
458; resident. 16; average daily atteniance, 146; larg- 
est, 210. Cas. Deapy, M. D., Resident Surgeon. 

' Removayi.—Dr. P. A. Banker to Milbrook, Duchess 
| County, N. Y. 

Errata.—On page 258, fourth line from bottom, 
“compound ” for “ compressed 7’ on page 254, 
»pli- 
on” 








lread 
>ixth line from bottom, read “ operation” tor “ 
cation ;” also in fourth line from bottom “ concret 
|for “ connection.” 

| Is consequence of the excessive labor in indexing 
etc., our issue this month is delayed, for which we beg 
lthe indulgence ot our readers. 





